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of nine, so we

our ot her Subsi
arriving on the
and i ntroduce o

PROCEEDI NGS

CHAI RVAN REXFORD: It is a quarter after
Mchelle to give us the roll call

MS. CHI VERS: Fenton Rexford.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  |' m here.

M5. CH VERS: Harry Brower, Jr.

MR H BRONER Here.

M5. CHI VERS: Earl WIlians. Terry Tagar ook

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Yeah, he'll be here this
about an hour, |ess than an hour.

M5. CH VERS: Anpbs Agnassagga.
MR, AGNASSAGGA: Here.
M5. CH VERS: Ray Koonuk
MR KOONUK: Here.
MS. CHI VERS: Leonard Tukl e.
MR TUKLE: Here.
MS. CHI VERS: M ke Pat kot ak.
MR PATKOTAK: Here.
SNB. CH VERS: Paul Bodfish. Edward Itta.
r.

MR H BRONER M. Chairman, CGordon is en
busi ness today so he's not here.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay. So we have six out
do have a quorum Thank you, Mchelle. |

want to wel cone everyone this norning. Again, Terry, wll
join us alittle bit later this norning and | hear some of

stence Managenent O fice Staff will also be
norning jet. Maybe we'll go around the table
ur sel ves.

MR KOONUK: M. Chair.



00003

OCO~NOUITRARWNE

CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Ray.

MR KOONUK: \What's the reason for the Staff
being late? There's so many jet flights fromhere to
Anchor age and Fairbanks, there's no reason for themto be
| ate.

CHAI RVMAN REXFORD:  So noted, Ray. |
appreci ate your comment there. Helen.

M5. H ARMBTRONG M. Chairnman, the
Anchorage Staff is all here. The only person |I'm aware of
who is not here is Ann Marcott and she's.....

MR UBERUAGA: No, she's not, she cancell ed.
So | don't know who el se is com ng.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Everybody. . ...

M5. H ARMBTRONG So | think naybe everybody
is here.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: .. ... is here, okay, good.
Al right. So nost of our Staff is here, Ray, but |
appreci ate your comment on that. Wth that, nmaybe we'l]l
start in the back with Dave and work our way to the |eft
t here.

MR YOKEL: Good norning, and thank you, M.
Chair. |'m Dave Yokel with Bureau of Land Managenent in
Fai r banks.

MR WLLIAMS: Good norning, Waska W Ii ans.

M5. DEWHURST: Donna Dewhurst. |I'mthe
wi I dlife biologist on the subsistence team out of Anchorage.

M5. CHVERS: Mchelle Chivers, Subsistence
Managenent .

MR JENNINGS: Cood norning, M. Chair,
Counci| nmenbers. TimJennings, Ofice of Subsistence
Managenent. As | nentioned to several of you, Barb Arnstrong
is sick and unable to attend so Mchelle Chivers is our
backup coordi nator statew de and she's going to hel p out at
the neeting today. Barb really regrets not being able to be
here and so she sends her regards to everyone.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Thank you, Tim
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MR. UBERUAGA: CGood norning. Richard
Uberuaga, fisheries biologist working for the North Sl ope and
Nort hwest Arctic and Seward Penn.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay, nma'am

M5. REILLY: Susan Reilly, I"mthe court
recorder.

M5. H ARVMSTRONG Helen Arnstrong. |1'mthe
cul tural anthropol ogi st who's on Staff for this Council from
t he Anchorage Subsistence Ofi ce.

MR TUKLE: Leonard Tukle from Nui gsut.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Thank you, Leonard.
Fent on from Kakt ovi k.

MR H BROANER  Harry Brower, Barrow.

MR AGNASSAGGA:  Anps Agnassagga from Poi nt
Lay.

MR PATKOTAK: M ke Pat kot ak, Barrow.
MR KOONUK: Ray Koonuk, Point Hope.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Al right, very good.
Once again, thank you, Mchelle for covering for Barbara.
Wth that we'll go ahead and revi ew and adopt the agenda, |
think the yell ow one.

MR KOONUK: M. Chair.
CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Ray.

MR KOONUK: May | have a nonent of silence
for our past coll eague, Ben Hopson.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Ch, yes, thank you very
much, Ray, | really appreciate that. | think it would be
appropriate at this tine to go ahead and have a nonent of
silence in remenbrance of Ben and al so another one from
At gasuk, Lou Tal ak, was al so active with subsistence and BLM
and all kinds of work that he did for Atqasuk. Let's go
ahead and have a nonment of silence.

(Morent of Sil ence)

CHAI RVAN REXFORD: | want to thank you, Ray,
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and | do appreciate that. Although it was tragic, | did nmake
it up to the funeral and it was sad but very good for the
community and for us that attended and | heard that it went
to a conpressed video here in Barrow and the auditorium was
also pretty full. The gymasi um was packed i n Anakt uvuk
every seat was taken. Sad, but thank you, Ray.

Wth that, we have a yell ow sheet agenda
that's nore updated than the one in the book. | note sone
changes. Again, Mchelle will be covering for Barbara, so
Barbara's nane in there we'll look to Mchelle to help us
with any itens. Under VII(A)(3), I'll have Mke give us a
brief update on the customary protocol devel opnment and give
you an update who the other representatives are. El ection of

officers, Mchelle will help us at the outset to elect a
Chair and then the new Chair will take on the vice Chair and
the secretary. Throughout the nmeeting there'll be

opportunity for the public to coment throughout the mneeting.
If there is going to be public comment, there are green cards

over there to fill out. Turning the page over, we have the
agency reports which should take about an hour or X(A)
through VI. | don't see anyone here from Park Service. BLM
Dave is here. And I'mnot sure if anyone will be here for

the Al aska Departnent of Fish and Gane. And then we'l]l
review the proposals. For each proposal the procedure wll
be to introduce the proposal and the | ead agency that we'l]|
get the analysis fromthe biologists and the ant hropol ogi st
and if there's any ADF&G conments they' Il have their
opportunity and then we'll get a summary of the witten
comments and that will be Mchelle, and then we'll open the
floor to public comments and then there' Il be Regi ona
Counci| deliberations. W have seven proposals to revi ew and
approve or disapprove. Under XIl, we have any other reports
and 1'd like to insert the Gates of the Arctic Subsistence
Resource Council. As you know there's a vacant seat and we
will need to fill that seat that Ben Hopson hel d.

Are there any other itens that we need to add
or delete? M. Jennings.

MR. JENNINGS: Yes, M. Chair. Under agency

reports, X(A) one through six, | would note the changes for
who will be giving those reports. Nunber 1, partnerships for
fisheries nonitoring will be nyself, TimJennings. Itens

two, three and four, 2001 fisheries nonitoring plan, 2002
fisheries nonitoring plan and the regi onal subsistence
fisheries issues and information needs, all three of those
will be done by Richard Uberuaga. And | will also do itens
five and six where it says Peggy Fox for statew de rural and
i n-season del egation to field nmanagers.
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Thank you, M. Chair.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay, thank you, Tim So
noted on the presenters. Anything el se?

MR KOONUK: M. Chair.
CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Ray.

MR KOONUK: 1'd like to add on stipends on
reports.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay, stipends. Ckay, the
floor is open now for adopting the agenda.

MR KOONUK: M. Chair, so noved to approve
the agenda with the anendnents.

MR AGNASSAGGA: Second.
CHAl RVAN REXFORD: W have those noted

changes, nostly the nanes and the insertion of -- or adding
on 12(A) and (B) with the Gates of the Arctic SRC vacant seat
and stipends. Qher than that nost of the itenms will remain

the same except for name changes. Further discussion on the
notion to adopt the agenda.

MR, KOONUK: Questi on.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Thank you, Ray. Al in
favor of approving the agenda as presented and changed say
aye.

I N UNI SON: Aye.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Those opposed, sane sign.

(No opposi ng vot es)

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Nunber 5, we will review
and adopt the mnutes of the public neeting on Septenber 12
of 2000 under Tab B -- oh, no, Tab C. Let's take a mnute to
review that and then the Chair will entertain a notion to
approve the m nutes.

(Pause)

MR H BROAER M. Chairman.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Harry.
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MR H BROANER | nove to approve the mnutes
of Septenber 12, 2000.

MR AGNASSAGGA:  (Nods)

CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Thank you, Harry. [It's
been noved by Harry to approve the mnutes, do | hear a
second? Did soneone second that? Wo seconded?

MR AGNASSAGGA:  (Nods)

CHAI RVAN REXFORD: Ch, Anos did, |'msorry.
| didn't hear you there, Arpbs. Discussion on the m nutes of
Sept enber 12.

MR KOONUK: M. Chair
CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Ray.

MR KOONUK: Under nenbers present, what's
the position of Harry, is he secretary or vice Chair?

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Secretary, thank you, Ray.
Under the first page there, under the nenbers present, it
shoul d be Harry Brower, secretary, on the first page there at
the very begi nning of the m nutes.

MR. KOONUK: On the sanme page where it says
Leonard, Ray, MKke, Paul, they all talked with Barb
Arnstrong, coordinator, and appears to be excused. How do
we go about knowi ng the rest of the guys here, if they're
excused or not?

CHAI RMAN REXFORD:  Here, today?

MR KOONUK:  Yeah.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Ckay.

MR KOONUK:  Yeah.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (Okay, | know Terry is on
his way over. | haven't heard fromEarl. | did run into him
i n Anakt uvuk Pass | ast week and he nentioned that he'd try

and make it here so |'mnot sure where Earl is. Paul, |
think he's out canping, is what | heard. Sonebody nenti oned

that on the way over. Terry, again, will be here so I'm not
sure about -- any of our Staff nenbers heard from Earl ?
Ckay.
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MR KOONUK: M. Chairnan.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD: Ray, | think it's up to
the coordi nator to decide, she's the one that conmmuni cates
back and forth with us and if we |let her know ahead of tinme
that we're not going to be attending the neeting she woul d
bring it up at the time of our discussions here about being
present and absent. | nean she'd speak for the fol ks that
have called in ahead of tinme to discuss where they' re at.

MR KOONUK: But she's not here, you know.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Yes. Well, Terry did cal
here and | didn't hear fromthe others.

MR KOONUK: Well, the coordinator's not here
and that's why | asked.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay. Further discussion
on the mnutes of Septenber. Just a typo on Page 3 in the
m ddl e of the paragraph -- or mddle of the page, the mddle
par agraph, where it starts out that Harry said the State
shoul d al so be -- and then the word shoul d be separated or a
space there, a typo. How about fromthe Staff, anything to
be noted or changed?

Hear i ng none.
MR, KOONUK: Question called.

CHAI RVMAN REXFORD: Question called, thank
you, Ray. Al those in favor of approving the m nutes of
Sept enber 12t h, 2000 signify by saying aye.

I N UNI SON: Aye.
CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Those opposed, sane sign.
(No opposi ng vot es)

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: M nutes are adopt ed.
kay, folks, again, for public this opportunity continues
t hroughout the neeting for any other public nenbers or
regi onal nenbers to make public coments. W keep that
fairly open, just a note for the public conments under six.
If there are public nmenbers that wish to testify on any ot her
topic, please feel out the testifier's form it's there where
Mchelle is.

W have our Regi onal Council nenber reports.
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First off under the Chair's report, under 7A, under itens
one, two and four, I'Il give a brief or sumarize the
neetings that happened during the winter. ['ll conbine the
Fi sheri es Regional Council Chairs neeting, Decenber 3, |'lI
conbi ne, again, the Fisheries Council Chair and the Federal
Subsi st ence Board neeting, they were held consecutively on
Decenber 4th, and al so the Federal Subsistence Board

Fi sheri es neeting, Decenber 5 through the 7th. | don't know
if everyone's got a copy of that, naybe you can foll ow
through, it's titled -- it's about a four page report neeting
of the Regional Advisors Council Chairs in the Chugach Room
at the Anchorage Westmark Hotel, Decenber 3, 2000. 1'd say
nost of the Chairs were present. W didn't have Harry WI de,
but he was represented, he cane in at a |later day. Mbst of
the Staff were there as you can see at the Chairman's
neeting. At the outset, comrents fromthe Chair, Bil

Thomas, he's our Chairman of the Chairs started the neeting
off with the overview of how the Chairs can hel p each ot her
and their Councils keep their line of comrunications open.

He wel comed CGerald Nicholia fromthe Eastern Interior

Regi onal Council, who is the new Chairman of the Eastern
Interior. No objections or additions to the agenda, but Bill
nmenti oned that they could add at any tinme during the meeting.
Hel ga Eakon said the topics were generated as a result of the
topics by the Council Chairs through their coordinators for
the Chairman and Board neeting the next day. Wat happened
was, the night before all the Chairs get together before they
neet with the Board and then Hel ga went through the topics
briefly. 1lda Hldebrand clarified there would be a
presentation by Ken Lord of the FACA, Federal Advisory
Conmittees Act, what neetings require, FACA

nodi fications/notification, and when work sessions don't fall
under FACA, and also the Chairs that are polling their
Counci| by tel ephone or in person wthout a neeting.
Regar di ng t he nenorandum of agreenment protocols, the Chairs
need to deci de which Council nenbers are going to serve on
the working groups and it will be clarified who the protoco
wor ki ng group nenbers are, Conmm ttee nenbers from our region

Then we took up the nmenorandum of agreenent
with the State, State of Alaska. That's what the MOA is.
And Ral ph Lohse, Chair, was concerned about the preanble, and

Bill Thomas suggested that we get the wording orally as an
option to the witten version. Asked about the whereas
clause so Ralph reread it, Bill said he recogni zed a

di fference between the State's charge as delineated in the
clause and their performance. GCerald tal ked about the Yukon
and the Interior, that it's not an in-river problem it's an
ocean intercept problem Bill wanted the Chairs to devel op
a statenment that the subsistence users have not benefited



fromthe sustained yield principle response by the State,
Ral ph said that in the Prince WIIliam Sound, the Copper R ver
area, they have nore fish comng up the river than before.
Grace Cross from Seward Penn said that the worse part of it
that the Norton Sound, where fishing had decli ned
considerably. M. Thonmas suggested that soneone is going to
have to step forward and suggest a renmedy to the situation
and it mght not happen in one year, to resolve the

si tuation.

The State Board of Fish has a new policy for
sustai nabl e fisheries, while that may be good it has to show
itself in practice. The difference here is that the Councils
fromall over the state comi ng together, they can influence
the systemas collectively, or being together or in unity.
The | anguage nmay not cone out today but they can at | east
make sone headway. Ral ph Lohse continued the preanbl e,
stating -- starting at the second whereas. Ron Sam the
Chairman fromthe Western Interior tal ked about the fishing
on the Koyukuk and he felt that it was wong for themto be
cut off. The escapenent is good enough for themto fish.

Bill Thomas asked about the traditional nethods and the
amount of fishing, pointing out that traditional nethods did
not allow for over use of the resources. Wen they get
enough they quit fishing. That |eaves the rest of themto go
up river. So apparently the season was closed or cut off in
t he Koyukuk ar ea.

The second whereas is the one that needs to
be in the front of the group at all tinmes. The third whereas
whi ch deals with cooperative agreenent |eads to therefore
statenent, which Bill said was a weak therefore, it doesn't
conmit anyone to anything. He wanted to add to its
substance. The purpose section, Bill wanted to anend t hat
section to include reference to the | anguage and intent of
Title VII1, that will keep the agreenment from playing into
the hands of the State. Ralph Lohse said that the | anguage
needed to reflect both Federal and State subsistence
priorities not just Title VIII. 1lda Hldebrand said that the
reference to Title VIIl is in the preanble, the nmain inpact
woul d be in the body. There was additional discussion
between the State and Federal | aws.

Vi nce Mat hews, one of the Staff nenbers
suggested that the section woul d address nmanagenent,
subsi stence priority and meani ngful public involvenment with
specific reference to ANILCA. There was clarification on the
wor di ng on neani ng public invol venent cones from Section 805
of AN LCA.
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Agai n, the protocol and the preanble and its
pur poses were next read. That traditional science and
approaches of Native people deserve a higher |evel of
recognition and agreenment and in the programthat the State
and Federal are undertaking. Around 2:00 o' clock Wllie
Goodwi n arrived and there was a short break. He was caught
up with a neeting, with sonme process. Gace Coss, the Chair
from Seward Penn restated that the coordinated nanagenent
should apply to State lands as well as Federal |ands. Over
there, it's kind of checkaboarded or -- and Della Trunbl e,
the Al eutian Islands, where she represents, down in that
area, the Kodiak area, that there are | arge areas of Kodi ak
that are Federal public lands. Ralph also stated that --
said he wanted a period after uses.

What we did on this one was | ook at the MOA
and we just kind of gave our ideas or gave our conments on
the MOA. WIllie, who was on the working group with
fisheries, the MOA along with Ron Sam and Dan O Hara, Bristol
Bay, were in the working group. They've been cl osely
wat ching this so he coomented that the draft agreenent was
put together so the work on the protocol would nove forward.

And then we noved on to the guiding
principles. Gace, WIllie and others tal ked about the
agreenent being in place for a year, they discussed how t he
shut down on the subsistence on the Yukon happened wi t hout
consul tation of the subsistence -- with the Counci
subsi stence users. Cerald N cholia, the Eastern Interior
Chair said he didn't think the counting nethods were
accur at e.

Bill Thomas sat at the neeting with the
Board, the State will have representatives, he wanted to
address to the other user groups in the nouth of the Yukon
relief to the escapenent. This would provide nore fish for
subsi stence, maybe in five or 10 years there shoul d be enough
to support subsistence and sonme commercial use for fishing.

Most of the rest of the discussion, |adies
and gentlenen, are pretty well self-explanatory. W went
word for word on the MOA and we put in our suggestions. [|'ll
go ahead and go down to the fourth page under protocols.
That's towards the end of the page of the protocols. Wllie
asked if there were drafts, Ral ph Lohse said the information
presented was just so the Chairs can deci de who woul d be
i nvol ved in devel oping the protocol, and again that the
protocols are how the State and Federal will be operating,

t he menor andum of agreenent, and we do have nenbers -- sone
comments by various Chairs, in-season nanagenent protoco
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where regions -- would it be region specific, they wanted
nmenbers of the RAC to be nenbers of the working group. Vince
gave a brief overview of how the Yukon group was forned and
how it's functioning. Ralph pointed out that sone of the
protocols that are being considered go across regi ons or
interrelated or conm ngled together and that sonme nmay be
statewide. So the Chairs figured out the representation

t here.

WIllie Goodwi n said he did not agree with
havi ng a protocol that would restrict subsistence uses and
Ral ph Lohse read the information protocol section and asked
for the information that would just apply to Federal public
| ands, nake sure that we have a rem nding statenent to these
peopl e that they do not want the Council nenbers taken out of
the process for devel oping the protocols. |In the past we
really wanted our Council mnenbers to be involved in the
protocol or the proceedi ngs on how they're going to nanage
fisheries. So the Chairs really were adamant that our
Councils be involved in the devel opi ng the protocol.

Ida said that the Chairs should maintain
their adamant stance that Council be involved before the
drafts are finalized.

Then when we get down to the working group
menbers, how nmuch invol venent would it be, it was asked by
Della, and Ida then clarified that the Staff on the working
group who put nost of the paperwork together for review and
that a lot of the work woul d be done by tel econference and a
few face to face neetings. G ace asked about which ones
they' ve already started and the Yukon protocol has cone a
long way and it's continued to work to this day and that the
customary trade protocol has just started and subsi stence use
anmounts have gone nowhere as of today and regul atory
coordi nati on has sonme staff on it but it hasn't gone very
far. The managenent protocol, same way. WIIlie volunteered
to be part of the subsistence use protocol. He was reluctant
to set any limts on the species. Della asked about
subsi stence users needed to take sone responsibility for
self-limting in order to sustain the return of the species.
She tal ked that the battles between not restricting
subsi stence and the need to do it sonetinmes works. There was
addi tional discussion about the self-limting aspects of the
subsi stence use and the differences in the different parts of
the state. There was recognition that all -- not all
Federally qualified users were restricted -- that -- the
harvest that was sustainable. Della and WIllie vol unt eered
to be on the subsistence use ambunt and the rest were
solicited by volunteers fromthe various groups. The one, in
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particular, our group is under managenent planning wll be
Harry, the managenent plan protocol. Wat we needed was
represent -- we only have 10 nenbers -- 10 nenbers of our --
we broke it down even, | think each region had their own
concern -- | thought it would be best to be under nanagenent

pl an protocol that we would have a ot of input fromHarry to
t he managenent pl anni ng protocol.

Yukon protocol, customary trade di scussion
["1l quickly summarize that, M ke Patkotak is our protoco
menber for customary trade definition making or defining
customary trade. Della said that each of the RACs shoul d
appoi nt a nenber and alternate to the working group. Bil
got a call from Tom Boyd who asked Bill's personal view on
the topic, Bill submtted a one page of his interpretation
including first to set sone background.

So all and all, this was the Chair's neeting
and they agreed to six advisory panels to be the task force.
That there's sone recognition that the Councils should be
equal at the table. Appointnments on the task force fromthe
RAC. Southeast, Bill Thomas. And then our region, North
Sl ope, customary trade is M ke Patkotak, and then I'mthe
alternate. There was discussion to the effect that when
Chairs nmeet with the Board they do not want themto water
down the RACs representation on the task force. The
subsi stence users are the prinmary conponent of the program
and they should be fully represented.

So in any ot her protocol devel opnent, we were
adamant, by all the Chairs that our Council has to be
i nvol ved in the devel opnent of each and every one of the
pr ot ocol s.

Statewi de rural determ nation contract. Ilda
gave an overview on that. That's being devel oped to do a 10
year review of rural determ nations. Followup on the
training for Council and others, Regional Advisory
representation of the Board of Fisheries inplenmentation, we
kept the sane Chairmans on there, Dan O Hara of Bristol Bay
and WIllie Goodwin fromthe Northwest and Ron Sam fromthe
Western Interior. They were the representatives in the past
and they would continue in that role by unani nobus consensus.
And then we judged sone art contests.

Fent on brought up that the North Sl ope
Regi onal Council's secretary appointnments were late. They
were |ate by Secretary of Interior and | wanted clarification
as to whether our neeting last tinme was negated but
apparently it was not. WIllie said that the Staff, the
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subsi stence Staff should not cone to the nmeetings and dictate
what happens. Again, WIllie stated that the subsistence
Staff should not conme to the neetings and dictate what
happens.

So there we go. Then a statenent by Fred
Clark if there was any questions he would try to answer them
if not, maybe the Staff could help with the nmeetings that we
had with the Chairmans -- before all the Chairmans -- all the
Chairmans net the night before they net with the Federal
Boar d.

And then, of course, nost of us were there in
Anchorage, | think it was at Marriott or the Hlton we got
some work done there. Ch, that was in February -- but this
is the Decenber neeting, there was a followup in our
February neeting at the Marriott.

Any questions. Hearing none, MKke, do you
have any update on your protocol neetings?

MR. PATKOTAK: There's really nothing that's
been -- Pete Probasco is still in the process of devel oping
-- working with Staff on how the commttee will work and our
neeting will be April 24 and 25th, so really nothing s been
done except maybe by the Staff and no reports have been given
to ne fromthe Staff. So we won't know, really, howit wll
work, we'll have our first nmeeting on the 24th and 25t h.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Yeah, the front end of the
prot ocol devel opnents are nostly research and paper and doi ng
nost of that and collecting all the information that they can
and then you'll nmeet in April?

MR PATKOTAK:  Yeah.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: And then a neeting at the
end of April, okay.

MR PATKOTAK: | think it's April 24. They
haven't really decided -- the Council nenbers haven't decided
whether it will be April 24 and 25th or May 1 and 2.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (Ckay. That's about the
tinme that the Federal Board neets.

MR PATKOTAK: Yeah.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: So nmaybe then. Harry, do
you have anything new from your.
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MR H BROMER M. Chairman, | haven't heard
from anybody about when we're going to be neeting about this
managenent planning. | haven't had any phone calls or
anything like that so | have no information regarding this
managenent pl anni ng.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD: Tim do you know who's in
charge of the protocol developnent, is there a team | eader
for each of the protocols or is there an overall person that
takes care of all the protocol devel opnent or how does that
work? Tim

MR. JENNINGS: Yes, M. Chair, Tim Jennings,
O fice of Subsistence Managenent. You're correct, for our
office the overall lead on all the protocol devel opnent woul d
be Peggy Fox and Tom Boyd, and then each of the different
prot ocol working groups has nmenbership of Federal Staff and
sone State Staff and there's typically a Federal Chair for
each working group and a State co-Chair and | don't have the
list of each of the protocols and who are the Chairs and
menbership for all these task forces.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Ckay.

MR JENNINGS: But that's the way it's set
up.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Ckay.
MR H BRONER M. Chairman
CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Harry.

MR H BRONER It's kind of cunbersone to
try to ask any questions when we don't have any of the
material that was reviewed by the Chairs, you know.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Yeah.

MR H BRONER Although it's very inportant
wor k. When you don't have the material to review that was
bei ng discussed, it's somewhat difficult to raise nay
questions. | just wanted to bring that out.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay. Yeah, on this
neeting, the Chairnman's neeting, we | ooked at the MOA and
ki nd of went through it page by page and see how that woul d
work. And then the protocol devel opnment, | would urge that
maybe Peggy Fox or Tom Boyd, they have the enmumils, and urge
there must be sone work being done on the protocols and thank
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you, M ke and Harry, for being involved in that.
MR JENNINGS: M. Chair
CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Ti m

MR JENNINGS: TimJennings. M. Chair, just
toclarify. 1 don't know if you ve heard that the State
Conmi ssi oner of Fish and Gane sent out a letter or an enai
asking the State enpl oyees to pull back fromtheir
i nvol vement with the subsistence coordination with the
Federal program pending sonme issues that they're trying to
wor k out regarding funding. And so just a followup on that,
all the protocols are currently on hold. The customary trade
task force is all a Federal group, and as M ke nentioned Pete
Probasco is in the process of putting together a neeting and
we believe it's going to happen on April 24 and 25 and so
there'll be an update after that nmeeting. |In terns of the
ot her protocols for the MOA, there's been no further work
done since the nenbers were appointed by the Chairs to the
pr ot ocol working groups.

I just wanted to nmention that because there
hasn't been anything new to bring forward to the Councils at
this tinme because of the holding pattern with the State.

Thank you, M. Chair.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Thank you, Tim
MR H BROMER M. Chairnman

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Harry.

MR H BRONMER Tim naybe before you get too
far, is this going to slow the process down on getting these
protocols to nove forward, with the State pulling its
enpl oyees back, while there's -- is there sonme decisions that
need to be nade by the State on each of these protocol s?

MR JENNINGS: Yes, Harry, this is going to
slow it down because no work is being done right now on those
protocols. In terns of the long-termeffect of that, | don't
know how | ong the State is going to continue to hold their
enpl oyees back from participating in devel oping the
protocols. W hope it will only be a tenporary delay. But

as of today it is still on hold. TomBoyd is trying to work
closely with the Commi ssioner's office to try to get the
snags worked out so we can nove forward. [It's in everybody's

best interest to cooperate and coordinate. And we're here
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wi th dual managenent with both the Federal and State
managenent, we need to nake the best of the situation which

i ncludes the MOA protocols that will help further articul ate
how t he Federal agencies and State agencies will interact and
cooper ate and coordi nat e.

MR H BROANER Ckay, thank you.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Thank you, Tim Ckay,
noving on if there is no other questions we'll go ahead and
go toitemfive, and conbine -- | still need to do the 2000
annual report, issues, and usually we use our mnutes from
our fall meeting which sort of summarizes our concerns.

Usual Iy our annual report is submtted to Mtch and the
Secretary of the Interior states those concerns that we have
on the North Slope. So with that, village concerns, we'll

di scuss what our concerns are but | just want to reiterate
fromour last fall neeting, again our stipend continues to
receive attention. Now, with the a new Secretary of
Interior, | think we'll be able to discuss this here at the
|atter part of the neeting here. | just wanted to quickly
sunmari ze sonme of the 2000 annual concerns or issues from our
neeting in Septenber.

I ncidental take, that one is ongoing. |It's
an escapenent programw th Unit 26(A), we're still continuing
to see how that is being run. W have on the table, | forget

what the proposal nunber is now, 64/65, anyway, there's a
proposal that we had for the Anaktuvuk Pass that was on hol d.
But since the incidental take nanaged by the State is being
run for Anaktuvuk Pass, Nuiqsut area or Barrow area, we'll
wait and see how that one is being run. So we're still

| ooki ng at incidental take, Point Lay, Anaktuvuk, Nuigsut and
Barrow ar ea.

MR H BRONER M. Chairman, I'mtying to

think back. | thought we had wi thdrawn that proposal ?

CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Yeah, we did. We withdrew
that proposal. But it's still - | neanit's still in the
hopper, we can pull that up, we're still review ng the
i ncidental take. Wbrking group, Miskox Wrking G oup has
been, how should | say, this is the first year we'll need to
-- we had three years -- we have a harvest plan. W had a

three year life of this until we were supposed to come up
with a nore conprehensive managenent plan for nuskox. So
this is our third year, the working group needs to get

toget her and work on a nore conprehensive working plan for
harvest of the nmuskox on the North Sl ope. W had our |ead
agency, Steve Uvi, who is the person that was taking charge
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but he's gone then this new person from Parks is not here so

we'll be -- the Chairman or a group fromthe North Sl ope wll
have to get the working group back in order and put their
noses to the grindstone. So that will have to get active
agai n.

Once again, stipends, although the previous
Secretary Babbitt remained firmthat the Council nenbers
woul d be volunteers there are other groups across the country
that are volunteers as well but we'll continue to pursue the
hi gher stipends, |oss of pay or sonething.

MR PATKOTAK: MR Chair
CHAI RVAN REXFORD: M ke.

MR PATKOTAK: Brief coment, | know that the
cost of living allowance or per diemif that's what you call
it has always been issued at 80 percent. There should be
increased to a full 100 percent instead of the 80 percent and
have whatever costs that are supposedly incurred by Staff
nmenbers to be out of their own budget and not fromthe
Regi onal Advi sory Counci |

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Well, that's on the table
and maybe we can nove up the discussion on stipends. | want
to include this in our annual report, the deliberations that
we' re having now can be sunmarized, again it was di scussed at
our Septenber neeting in 2000 so | think if there's no
objection to that, Ray, we'll discuss the stipends at this
time or expenses occurred by the Council nenbers. Ray, do
you want to start the discussion on what your thoughts are?

MR KOONUK: Well, we tal ked |last night, ne
and Fenton in regards to the stipends. You know, the anmount
we get is not helping. Either way, you know, we're away from
hone and either we're out getting ready for hunting or we're
out working and the anmount we get here is just -- it doesn't
cover it, that's only one day, the pay we get. But since we
have a new Interior secretary, maybe things will change and
maybe we can push our stipends to the Secretary of the
Interior, then maybe, hey, they'll |ook at raising our
sti pends.

MR AGNASSAGGA: M. Chair.
CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Anos.

MR AGNASSAGGA:  You know, the anount of the
taxes we pay, it seens like it's kind of small what we're



00019

1
2

getting for this Federal Subsistence Board neeting. The cost
of living is quite a bit now days, especially in Barrow.

MR PATKOTAK: Not to nmention the vill ages.
MR. KOONUK: Yes, the villages to.
MR AGNASSAGGA:  Unh- huh.

MR KOONUK: Wien you buy a drum of diese
it only costs about 95 to $100 just to buy one drum and t hat
one drumw |l last only two weeks and then you have gas, you
have food. Gas is alnpst $165 a drumin Point Hope, you
know, | can't the extra $100 | have in here, | can only nmaybe
purchase 10 gallons of gas that will probably only |last two
or three days, the rest | have to buy food because, you know,
I have new grandkids and | have to buy di apers and what not.
That's not going to get ne anywhere.

MR PATKOTAK: M. Chairnan.
CHAI RVAN REXFORD: M ke.

MR PATKOTAK: If | may conmment -- if | may
entertain that the North Sl ope Regional Advisory Counci
develop a resolution to be addressed to the Federal
Subsi stence Board to pursue this, for this to be negoti ated
once again by the Federal Subsistence Board Staff and that
conmuni cat i ons bet ween the Regi onal Advisory Council be
est abl i shed to negoti ati ons and conmuni cati ons between the
Regi onal Advi sory Council to push a concurrent resolution in
pursuing this stipend issue in terns of |oss of pay. And
that the anpbunt be open to negotiation. | don't know how the
-- what the -- | don't know how the rest of you feel about
this but it's an ongoing issue and |ike you said, with the
new Secretary of Interior that coul d change.

MR KOONUK: She's Republican.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: | know there's been a
drafted letter regarding this and I'mnot sure where it's at
right now but I think Bill Thomas or one of those folks is
going to continue to pursue that. Because that's what the
Chairman wanted to -- on the stipend issue, so it's not only
our region here's concern but that it's statew de.

MR KOONUK: M. Chairnan.
CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Ray.
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MR KOONUK: Yeah, M ke nmade a good poi nt
there as far as putting it in a formof a resolution. |
think it needs to be a little stronger comng fromthe body
here and then we could pass that on to the other regions, you
know, to have it in a formof a resolution and send it off to
the Interior Secretary; | think it will be a little stronger.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Ckay.

MR. KOONUK: I nstead of being drafted out by
a meno, | think by a formof resolution would be nore strong.

CHAIl RVAN REXFORD: Al right. W are joined
by Ida and, let's see, can you introduce yourself Ida and who
you are with and the gentleman that just wal ked in.

M5. H LDEBRAND: Thank you, M. Chairnan.
Ida Hildebrand, BIA Staff Conmttee nmenber. | apol ogize for
being late to your mneeting.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Thank you.

MR, HUNTER. M. Chairman, ny nane is Paul
Hunter with the National Park Service, Anchorage office. 1'm
a support person to our Federal Board nenber and our Staff
Comm ttee nmenber as well as to the Gates of the Arctic

Nati onal Park. Dave MIIls, the superintendent will be here
alittle bit later as well, so we're pleased to be here.
Thank you.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Thank you, Paul. lda, |
need you to help nme out on the stipend issue. | know we
di scussed this at our Regional Council Chairman neeting and
that it's still an ongoing issue. At our |ast neeting, our
Chairman said that we are not going to drop the issue but
continue pursuing that. lda, can you.....

MR KOONUK: M. Chair.....

CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Ray.

MR KOONUK: ..... could I finish ny conment?

CHAI RVAN REXFORD: Ch, |'msorry.

MR KOONUK: Yeah. As | was stating as M ke
had nentioned to put this in a formof resolution and | think
this should be done before tonorrow s neeting because we're

not going to neet again until fall time, and | think this
resol uti on needs to be passed ASAP.



00021

OCO~NOUITRARWNE

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: | was going to ask Ida,
our Chairmans nmet last winter and it's an ongoi ng i ssue and
I think Bill Thomas or sonebody was going to draft a letter
or can you help us out in drafting dow that issue and maybe
use sone of those words in that letter as a resolution forn?

M5. H LDEBRAND: Thank you, M. Chairnan

Ida Hi |l debrand, BIA Staff Conmttee nmenber. | recall the
neeting where the Chairs did agree that it's still an ongoi ng
i ssue they wish to pursue but I haven't heard or seen any
draft fromBill. If you d like to draft your own resol ution

we could neet this evening or after the neeting and di scuss
it and | can conme up with some draft for your review tonorrow
nor ni ng.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Yeah, | wanted to get
those itens that were di scussed, the cost of living and sone
ot her issues that we tal ked about.

MR H LDEBRAND: Excuse ne, M. Chairnman
after the break, perhaps or on a break you could call Bil
Thomas and ask himif he has drafted a |letter and ask himto
fax one if he has.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay. That woul d hel p us
in drafting that resol ution.

MS. HI LDEBRAND: Right.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Because that's a statew de
concern and it's our concerns and if | can get those from
him....

M5. HI LDEBRAND: And if he hasn't yet drafted
a letter perhaps you could fax hima copy of your resol ution
when one 1s passed.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Yeah. Go ahead, M ke.

MR PATKOTAK: lda, | got a question for you.
If this dialogue with this stipend issue, is it being
di scussed also with the other Regional Advisory Councils or
is it just the North Sl ope?

M5. H LDEBRAND: At the neeting | ast
Decenber, when all the Council Chairs net, they all
unani mously agreed it was an ongoi ng i ssue. So whether or
not they discuss it in their Regional Advisory Counci
neetings, | don't know, but | know that when a letter is
drafted they have all agreed to sign and when one was drafted
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that it be sent out to all Councils.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: There's been a letter
already sent to, Mtch, | think and to the Secretary.....

MB. HI LDEBRAND:  Uh- huh.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: .. ... and we had a response
but we're saying we're going to put our foot down and still
pur sue that.

MR PATKOTAK: M. Chairman.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD: M ke.

MR PATKOTAK: | agree with Ray in terns of
instead of a letter or instead of a neno, it be presented in
the formof a formal resolution fromthe North Sl ope Regional
Advi sory Council and be presented to the Federal Subsistence
Board in that manner.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Ckay.

MR PATKOTAK: So | guess if it cones to that
and if there's disagreenment in terns of whether it should be
a letter or a resolution, we can vote on the matter.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Ckay.

MR KOONUK: M. Chair.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Ray.

MR KOONUK: Also a few years back we had

drafted out how nmuch we wanted. | think that was, | don't
know, it mght be in aletter as far as what we wanted it
rai sed up, you renenber two years ago -- two or three years
ago?

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Harry, do you renenber?

MR KOONUK: Harry, remenber we had requested
how much we wanted, 170 or 1757

MR H BROMER |I'mnot sure of the anount,
Ray, but we did have sone di scussions about the stipend
issues and it was controversial anyway.

MR KOONUK: | thought it was drafted out in
the formof a letter and sent out to the Interior Secretary
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sti pends up.

MR H BROAER  Uh- huh.

MR KOONUK: And if we could get a copy of
that, it mght be in the mnutes, just going to have to do
some research on that and get a copy of that. That was a few
years, but things are getting higher now and the cost of
10 living is higher so we mght have to redraft the anount we
11 want. Because | think | renenber that, it was brought up and
12 it was drafted out and sent to the Interior Secretary and it
13 got denied. So you might want to.....

14

15 CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Yeah, | think there was a
16 statew de one and we backed that |etter up.

17

18 MR KOONUK: You mght want to get that

19 letter and, you know, it's been how nany years ago and use
20 that.

21

22 CHAl RVAN REXFORD: A few years, right.

23

24 MR KOONUK: And attach it with the

25 resol ution.

26

27 CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay, thank you. Any

28 further discussions on the stipends? 1'll continue with our

29 annual report issues before we go on to village concerns.
30 Further discussion on stipends. GCkay, then.....

31

32 MR KOONUK: This will be brought up again
33 today or tonorrow?

34

35 CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Yes, tonorrow, we've
36 got.....

37

38 MR KOONUK: Ckay then.

39

40 CHAl RVAN REXFORD: ... .. it on 12(B). Al
41 right, again, I'll just state that our 2000 issues, our

42 annual report issues should be summarized with a copy

43 attached of the m nutes of Septenber 2000 where it expresses
44 our concerns and issues that are always before us. W're

45 onto village concerns. Earl tal ked about their concerns

46 about Anaktuvuk Pass. Again, Terry Tagarook, at that tine,
47 that hunting was good, no concerns there. Gordon Brower,

48 Harry Brower and Fenton Rexford and then the others -- we'll
49 continue our village concern comments today. | want it to be
50 included in our 2000 annual report issues.
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At our last fisheries neeting in February we
sent a letter fromnyself, as the Chairman of Regi on 10,
fisheries concerns or fisheries priorities. | want to get a
copy of that here, maybe you can help ne get a copy of that
today. W have a two page letter, it's a draft or suggested
topics for biological and subsistence related fish studies on
the North Slope. And there are seven itens in there. The
harvest studies, that should be ongoing in the North Sl ope
villages. Contam nant studies, especially those around the
Nui gsut area need to be conducted, a priority. Stock
assessnent of the Arctic cisco, what we call Qaaktaaq on the
North Slope. Arctic grayling research near Barrow,
Teshekpuk, Wi nwright, Point Lay and Point Hope, and that we
recomrend studies of grayling abundance in the key
subsi stence rivers near Point Hope. |In the past our Point
Hope fishernmen have repeatedly reported declines in the
grayling in the rivers near the village during the 1990s and
they wi sh to have assistance in determ ning why the grayling
reductions have occurred. Stock identify and status of dolly
varden and the Arctic Char on North Sl ope, broad whitefish
di stribution, novenent and other life, paraneters, are there,
broad whitefish is a key, subsistence species on the Sl ope,
want to find out about the population Ievels, stock
separation to estinmate acceptabl e harvest rates, and nunber
7 salnon studies. Relatively little is known about Pacific
sal non on the North Slope. And studies should be directed
towards pink, chumand king salnmon. So | wote a letter to
the joint advisory council neeting dated February 1 and nost
of our people were there so | want to have these two pages as
part of our annual report.

MR PATKOTAK: M. Chair, could we have a
copy of that?

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Yeah, we can nake copi es
of this.

MR PATKOTAK: And are we going to go into
di scussi on?

CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Per haps nunber 10, under
t he agency reports, but these were priorities, but yes, after
we nake copies we can discuss this issue. The Staff in the
Anchorage Federal office were very pleased we put a priority
list of concerns for the North Sl ope together, in fact, |
think we were the only ones in the region that submtted that
so they were very pleased on that.

MR KOONUK: | just want to bring one itemup
under your contami nants as far as the region we represent and
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you had nmentioned Nuiqsut. | sit in another region, Unit 23,
and we have -- there's Red Dog mne there that hauls a | ot of
mnerals, lead, zinc and what not and 1'd like to see sone
studi es be done there, too. Around the land, the rivers,
because there's caribou and there's fish that mgrate. |
think it would be good to do work with the Chairman for that
region as far as getting reports because I'd like to know
what is being done because they're right next door to the

m ne.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Ckay.

MR KOONUK: And I ny village is concerned,
as far as what is being hauled fromthe mne to the beach and
al so fromthe beach to the shinp.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Ckay.

MR KOONUK: And if there is anything that
is, you know, I think it's all in fine dust and if there is
anything that |eaks out to the land, the river and to the
ocean, |I'd like to know that.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (Ckay, very good. W'l
have the opportunity to discuss that further, Ray. Again,
we' |l make a copy of that for our annual report issue for
2000. | just want to quickly again go over the m nutes.
Again, we had village concerns. There are a coupl e of
proposals that were submtted this winter, we'll be
di scussi ng those possibly today or tonorrow. Again, we had
seven or eight proposals that have cone before us, before the
Council that we have -- again, that's around Nuigsut and Ray
tal ked about Red Dog m ne area near Point Hope. W also have
BLM Lor Al pine activity, oil industry activity inpacting
subsi stence activities around Nuigqsut, ice roads, water being
wi t hdrawn from | akes, those kinds of things are issues and we
are concerned about.

So with that, any other annual report issues
that we should put in our annual report before we nove on to
vil |l age concerns?

MR PATKOTAK:  Another area, | don't know
what can be done by it in terns of the Borough, the State
Wldlife guide -- guiding qualifications. | think that under
the Federal guidelines we ought to nake a proposal to where
the guides in Native | ands and Federal |ands that for
Natives, that the qualifications for being a commercial pilot
be wai ved for Natives on Native and Federal lands. | know
that there are sone qualified Natives that do not --



00026

OCO~NOUITRARWNE

specifically do not want to fly because of some of the
various hazards, and this is not just an issue restricted to
the North Slope but it's a statewide thing. And | don't know
how the rest of you feel about it, but it's an issue that
should be -- | nentioned it last year and I'I|l nention it
right now, that this is an issue that shouldn't be ignored
because there are qualified Natives that are being

di scouraged as a wildlife guide and those that want Native
guides are -- there's a percentage out there. |It's an issue
that when | wear ny jacket on the back of -- |like say Fur
Rendezvous | was approached by a European person that really
enjoyed hunting and he didn't know why he couldn't get a
Native guide to help guide himand that all he had was -- and
no di srespect to color, but he wanted a Native guide. And we
got into the discussions of why and what the qualification
processes were and that rem nded ne that this is an ongoi ng

I ssue and shoul d be discussed, not only by this Regional

Advi sory Council but should be brought forward and a di al ogue
opened between Regi onal Advisory Councils. There's a

consi derabl e resource avenue for Native hunters that are very
well qualified but are disqualified under the comerci al

pilot license requirenments by the State statutes.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay, is there a proposal
-- let's see, what I'mthinking of is the -- do you know
where in the regul ati ons where we could defer to that so we
know where to nmake changes or sonething to that effect? It
m ght not be in the hunting regulations but |ike a board.....

MR. PATKOTAK: | believe that the place to
talk is under the State Board of Trades, and | believe.....

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  @ui di ng.

MR PATKOTAK: Cuiding yeah. Like there's
conmi ssions on air -- | think the Staff -- | think Geoff is
very well -- CGeoff mght be able to answer some of the
guestions in that respect.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay. Everyone knows
Ceoff Carroll from Barrow.

MR CARRCLL: Well, it's sonething, you know,
| think we'd all have to study up on to see what changes
could be nmade. | conpletely agree with Mke that the guiding
systemis really very unfair. |It's very hard to break into

and | think it's designed as kind of a nonopoly system and
the guys that are in there don't want a whol e bunch nore guys
comng in so it's purposely made difficult to keep people
that are starting out -- or keep new people fromentering the
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system And you know, it's particularly detrinental up here
because you know to becone a guide you have to first be an
assistant guide and |like in Barrow area, there aren't any
regi stered guides so you know a guy that wants to live in
Barrow can't be an assistant gui de under another -- you know,
it is avery unfair system 1 think.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Ckay.

MR CARRCLL: And you know, it's really not
part of Al aska Department of Fish and Gane, it's under
licensing and that sort of thing, it's a whole different
departnent than Fish and Gane. And you know, if there is an
avenue for people in rural areas, you know, Natives in
particular to get into a guiding systemthrough a Federa
program or sonething, you know, | think it should be
somet hi ng you should investigate and see if you can nake sone
progress in that direction.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay. Mke, | don't think
we' |l be able to nake a new proposal today or the next day so
I think our plan of action would be to get assistance from
the Staff to help us research for Mke's concern on whet her
or not how this Council can address Mke's concern on gui des.
So it's got to be forwarded to a conm ssion, sonething |ike
t he Licensing Board or sonethi ng.

M ke.

MR. PATKOTAK: The Division of Licensing,
it's the sane departnent that |icenses nechanica
contractors. You'll find that under specialty trades that
the same departnment that handles -- occupational |icensing
handl es the guide qualifications and |icensing process. And
the Division of Cccupational Licensing is the place to start
and that's where the regulations are. And they intertw ne
with alot of the Fish and Wldlife Division laws. And it's

i ke Geoff said, it's a good 'ol boy network. [If you're a
Native and you don't know sonebody that's a pilot and willing
to take you under his wing, it's like a snowball in hell to

get a license.
CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Thank you, M ke.

MR CARRCLL: One other option is to becone
a transporter. It's not nearly as rigorous and you can
transport people by boat or by plane or whatever you want and
that way you can do a lot of taking hunters out and doi ng
things like that. But | nmean, you can't becone a certified
gui de through that route.
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CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Thank you, Geoff. Again,
our m ssion as Regional Advisory Council nmenbers is to
devel op and revi ew proposal s to change Federal subsistence
regul ati ons and provi de valuable local information to the
Board, nostly dealing with our qualifications is to reside in
the region and represent them and have know edge of
subsi stence uses and needs. So | just wanted to rem nd that
but we can, as a forumor Council pursue or go through a
different board or a commi ssion, but it can be backed up or
support fromthis Council to go before the |icensing board.
So, M ke.

MR PATKOTAK: | realize what you are just
now bringing out is sonething that has al ways cone up, that
is a conpletely different issue. But at the sane token,
there are very few platforns in which to bring this issue out
ot her than nmaybe the Regi onal Advisory Council and before, in
the State relations, they' ve pretty well -- it's |ike going
around a nerry-go-round, they point you to, well, it's not
ours and they pass you on and pass you on and before you know
you' re back to where you started w t hout having gotten
anything done. So | know that this Board is basically
subsi stence, but at the sane token the issue of big gane
gui ding and hunting has a |l ot of effect on subsistence.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD: Ckay. W'l -- Donna.

M5. DEWHURST: This is Donna Dewhurst,
subsi stence. | just wanted to clarify, Mke, | want to nmake
sure | understand the issue if we're going to do any research
to help you guys out. Are you saying now that the State has
a requirenment that all new guides be pilots or are you
referring to there was an FAA regul ati on that changed about
three years ago that guides that were pilots had to go
commercial -- had to go Part-135, which was an FAA
regulation. |I'mwondering if that's what you're referring to
or are you referring to some new State regulations that's
sayi ng that new gui des have to be pilots?

MR PATKOTAK: It's ny understanding that it
was a State regulation, a State requirenent that you had to
be Part-135 to becone a big gane gui de.

M5. DEWHURST: Well, the FAA did sonething,
it was about three years ago but that was for guides that
were already existing pilots, guides that had flying
operations as part of their operation. Their flying
operation had to officially had to go Part-135, which is
comercial, which ha a lot nore regul -- a lot nore invol ved
init. But that was an FAA regul ation that came out about
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t hree years ago.

MR. PATKOTAK: My concern is that we
conpletely get away fromthat and we just create a Federa
guide -- Native guidelines, conpletely go away fromthat
regul ati on.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (Ckay, we'll have our Staff
coll ect the pertinent data regardi ng gui ding and have that on
the agenda for the fall nmeeting. Any other 2000 annua
report issues or concerns before we nove on to village
concerns? | think we've pretty well summarized what our 2000
-- again, I'Il just reiterate one nore tinme that we use nost
of our mnutes of our previous neetings to be sent in as a
summary formof a letter to Mtch and the Secretary of the
Interior. W'Ill make copies of -- M. Jennings nade copies
of the fisheries priorities for the North Sl ope, we'll
continue that and pick that up and further work on the
priorities fromthis Council. Those priorities cane fromthe
Nort h Sl ope Borough, Fish and Gane and our Council here
shoul d del i berate over that and nmake revi senments or additions
to those priorities fromthis Council because those again --
those seven priorities or seven studies, we're asking the
Federal programto | ook at fisheries did result fromthe Fish
and Gane Conmittee of the Borough, so we'll go over that |ike
Ray wanted to.

So at this tinme, what is the wish of the
Council before we go onto village concerns? Do you want to
go right into village concerns or take a break?

MR H BRONER Take a 10 minute break, M.
Chai r man

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay. Terry Tagar ook
shoul d be arriving so we should keep our ears open for him
W have Charlie Brower that just walked in, Wldlife
Departnment. You know nost everybody in here Charlie.

MR C. BROAER \Who?

(Laught er)

CHAI RMAN REXFORD:  All right, with that we'll
have a 10 mnute recess and then we'll discuss the priorities
and then get down to village concerns.

(OFf record)

(On record)
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CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  |'Il call the North Sl ope
Subsi st ence Regi onal Advi sory Council neeting back to order
after a brief recess. W were just concluding identifying
our issues for 2000 and now we have before us related or
simlar topics of biological and subsistence rel ated
fisheries studies on the North Sl ope of Al aska. There were
seven itens ranging from harvest studies to sal non studies
and | think it would be an action itemfor this Council to
send this forward for the Federal Subsistence Board on
fisheries. The following are a list of topics for biological
and subsi stence related fisheries on the North Sl ope rel ated
to sustai nabl e use of fish resources. These topics were
based or cane forward, primarily on suggestions and coments
and hearing concerns fromthe North Sl ope Borough Fish and
Gane managenent conmittee. And on that committee there are
representatives fromeach of the villages and I woul d urge
that this Council revise, prioritize and identify new itens
on this topic, fisheries work.

Nunber 1, we had the harvest studies, I'Il go
ahead and go through each and every one of those. The
harvest studies estimate the harvest |evels of the major fish
speci es harvested by the North Slope villages. This work can
be conducted using the nethodol ogies by the North Sl ope
Bor ough Departnent of WIdlife Managenent and the Al aska
Department of Fish and Gane subsi stence Staff from previous
North Sl ope studies, for exanple, Brower and Heppa, 19 --
we' |l have to get the correct date on that one. Usefu
approaches include direct net checks and coll ections of
bi ol ogi cal data on subsistence harvest. D d a study al ong
with George and Nageak in 1984, such approaches produced both
harvest estinmates and biol ogi cal data but are quite | abor
i ntensive. Comments were the Departnent of Wldlife
managenent has experience in collecting the data or
i nformati on, however, additional Departnent of Wldlife staff
and data managenent support woul d be needed to expand this
research. For background in the fisheries studies there's
been various groups, maybe fromthe State and Federal have
subm tted fisheries study proposals and this would fall under
future proposals to be presented to the Federal Board.

Cont am nant studi es, organic chlorides,
exanpl e, DDT and PCB were found in the tissues of fish
sanples in the Umnat area in recent cleanup activities under
the direction of Arny Corp of Engineers. A health advisory
was i ssued by the State of Al aska based on the |evels of
certain contam nants found in burbot |livers sanpled in that
area. Residents of the village of Nuiqsut are now very
suspi ci ous of eating burbot and other fish species that are
caught in the village area. Contam nant studies on the fish
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in the Nuigsut area need to be conducted to assess whet her
the health advisory is just for the lower Colville.

W' |l go back to these itens. |'mreading
themright now, | know Ray had sonmething to add onto this
t opi c.

St ock assessnent of Arctic cisco Qaaktaaq on
the North Slope, Arctic cisco our major conmunity resource in
trade for the village of Nuiqgsut situated on the Colville
River. Since roughly 1995 catches in the village have been
| ower than expected. The life history of the species in
Al aska is quite conplex and specifying harvest levels is
probl ematic. Conments, possible research topics include
reestablishnent of a type series of the Colville Delta,
conducting genetic research on Arctic cisco taking on the
Colville River. Determning the separation of Bering and
Arctic cisco, particularly on Nuigsut and determ ne the
contribution of Bering and Arctic cisco to the fisheries.
Reexam ne the wound data recruitnment nodel for Arctic cisco
and the Colville and explain changes in harvest |evels.
Personnel at Texas A&M University genetics departnment have
publ i shed a paper on Arctic cisco and remain interested in
further studies on the species.

Arctic grayling research. Determne the
status and harvest levels of Arctic grayling in the fishing
areas near Barrow, Teshekpuk Lake, Wi nwight, Point Lay and
Point Hope. In villages such as Wai nwight where whitefish
are not abundant, grayling are an inportant subsistence fish
than in Nuiqgsut, for instance. Point Hope fishernen have
repeatedly reported declines in grayling in rivers near their
village during the 1990s and wi sh assi stance in determ ning
why these reductions have occurred. W recomrend studies of
grayl i ng abundance in the key subsistence rivers near Point
Hope.

Stock identify and status of dolly varden and
Arctic char on the North Sl ope. GCenetically exam ne possibly
di screet spawni ng popul ati on of dolly varden in the North
Sl ope drai nages and those taken in the waters of the North
Sl ope. Specifically determ ne harvest |evels of dolly varden
in Kaktovi k. Conments, recommend to support proposed studies
by ADF&G and there is in the works this year, proposals
submtted to do sonme work, not only around the Kaktovik area
but al ong the Haul Road and sone other rivers near there.

Broad whitefish distribution novenent and
other life history paranmeters. Broad whitefish are a key
subsi stence species on the Slope. Key questions regarding
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broad whitefish are proposed popul ation |evels, stock
separation, devel op nodel to estinmate acceptabl e harvest
limts in view of their very delayed age at maturity,

di stribution and novenent of the species, exanple, genetic
and telenetry studies. Studies should focus on the problem
drai nages, fish in Judy Creek, Chipp/lpkikpuk R ver, Meade
River, Colville River, Inaru R ver, Topagaruk River.

Sal non studies, relatively little is known
about the fish on the North Slope. The issues should be
directed towards determ ning the spawni ng status of pink
chum and king salnmon on the North Slope. Coments, there is
some indication that king salnon are spawning in the Kogru
Ri ver, Peard Bay.

So with that, we can go ahead and nake
comments or additions to this and naybe support this to be
brought forth to the Federal Subsistence Board. Again, we
presented this by a letter in February to the Regi ona
Advi sory Council and we got very conments fromthe Federa
Subsi stence Staff that they were happy to see our
identification of trying to prioritize our topics of concerns
and studies that need to be done on fisheries.

So with that, Anops.

MR. AGNASSAGGA: Did they notice in any
changing in fish like different species comng to the North
Sl ope that used to never?

CHAI RVAN REXFORD: |'m not sure, AnDS.

MR AGNASSAGGA: | know our climate is
getting a lot warner, you know, and we're getting a |ot nore
ki ng sal non around Point Lay and getting nore silver sal non.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Yeah, that would be under

harvest, probably -- a good identification wuld be doing a
harvest study and seeing what kind of fish are caught with
what -- those kind of things would identify new species or

| ess fish caught or give us an idea of what the harvest
| evel s are for a study that we woul d reconmend.

MR KOONUK: M. Chairnan.
CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Go ahead, Ray.

MR KOONUK: |Is this going to be -- what is
this report going to do?
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CHAl RVAN REXFORD: What it does is.....

MR KOONUK: |Is this going to be passed on to
t he Federal Subsistence Board?

CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Yes.

MR KOONUK: (Ckay. Wth the comments | made
earlier, 1'd like to see part of the comments | nade in
regards to contam nants put in this report here.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay. And just for the
record, could you just briefly summarize your concerns there
or just refer back to your conments this norning?

MR KOONUK: Well, under contam nant studies,
we have Red Dog mine, that's about 80 mles -- 80 or 90 mles
east of Point Hope, between Red Dog, Kivalina and then Point
Hope, and they haul a lot of |lead, zinc and what not fromthe
m ne out to the ocean and transport it by barge to the beach
to the ship, and all that stuff they haul out there is al
fine. And you know that fine stuff can blow away and it can
hit the land and the rivers and the water and we have a | ot
of fish and cari bou that hang around and m grate around that
area. A lot of trout, grayling around the Wil i k River, that
Ki val i na peopl e catch and which they pass onto us, you know,
when we don't have good seasons in fishing, like this report
says about the grayling and we go to Kivalina and get sone
trout.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Unh- huh.

MR KOONUK: But, you know, the stuff that is
bei ng hauled is highly contam nated to where it can affect
all the fish and aninmals that pass through there, plus that
goes to the ocean. And I'd like to see sone studi es being
done there. But we live right near Red Dog and we're not in
Unit 26 but Unit 23. And also I'd like to see the Chair work
with the Chair in the Northwest area as far as getting
reports of what they have been doing as far as discussions on
contam nants within our area there.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay. River drai nages
that affect Kivalina and the trading that goes on between
Ki val i na and Point Hope is a concern and that contam nant
studi es should be done, with particularly pertaining to the
Red Dog m nd, concentrated or.....

MR. KOONUK: There is other villages
i nvol ved.
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CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Yes.
MR KOONUK: Li ke Noatak, Kotzebue, you know.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD: And present our concern to
Nort hwest Arctic region about contam nants on account of Red
Dog m ne, the heavy concentration of iron, |lead and zinc.
That one is so noted by the Staff, Helen you got that one
down?

M5. H ARMSTRONG Cot it.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay. Harvest studies,
anything else in that one to be added on? Again, this is
just an estinmate to estimate harvest |levels. There are sone
data collections right now by the Wldlife Departnment and
this could conme forth as a proposal maybe fromthe Depart nent
to do harvest studies with the Federal program

St ock assessnent of Arctic cisco. Now, this
one, again, there's been recent devel opnment around there and
they want to find out before it gets any further on out work
on Prudhoe Bay, assess the stock.

MR PATKOTAK: MR Chai rnan.
CHAI RVAN REXFORD: M ke.

MR. PATKOTAK: Now, the Paktaq, | know is of
maj or concern to Leonard Tukle's constituents. But their
maj or concern over in that region is that there's been | ess
comng up river and their subsistence harvest |evels have
been decreasi ng substantially. But yet, at the sane tine,
nowhere in any of these reports has there been statenents or
i ssues of any catch studies being done to the -- the
commerci al Paktaq fisheries that they have over there on the
Colville done by the Helnmicks. And there's no nmention or no
-- if there's any data it's never been nmade public to people
at Nuiqsut or to this Council, for that matter.

| don't know, naybe Leonard has sonething to
say in that respect. | know after talking to himand sone of
the elders in that area, there is some substantial concerns,
and that they were not being addressed. And | want to put
Leonard on the platformat this nonent if you don't mnd, M.
Chai r man.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  No.
MR, PATKOTAK: | know he has sonme things to
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1 say about that issue itself.

% CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay, Leonard.

g MR TUKLE: M. Chairman.....

g MR PATKOTAK: For the record, we mss

8 Barbara. Barbara get well, quick

?O MR TUKLE: These past two years, the fishing

11 for Arctic cisco on Paktaq, it's been pretty |low. Some of

12 the people in Nuiqsut set nets on the ocean side, on the

13 other side of the entrance of the river, and that's one of

14 the reasons why we found out these Qaaktaaq hardly go in the
15 river, that river is so lowthat ice is clogging up the nouth
16 of the river right where the -- near ny dad's canp -- fishing
17 canp is at, not too far fromE ner's it's about two, two and

18 a half mles west -- northwest.
19
20 And the other thing was the North Star

21 Pipeline, that was one of the reasons why they blanme that,
22 too, the comunity. Putting that pipeline under the river,
23 that m ght have been one of the inpacts, too.

24

25 But getting on to the Natilik side is the

26 area where they're nostly coming in last fall, as of Cctober,
27 that | know of.

28

29 And then east side, it's less. You see we

30 get sonme fish with tags and they cone all the way from

31 Witehorse Canada or Yell owknife Canada. They're always

32 tagged. W don't see those anynore, very few of them Just
33 the ones we see tagged are the | ocal area ones. 1In the

34 sumer time they tag a lot of fish, nostly herrings though.

36 CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Thank you.

g; MR KOONUK: M. Chair.

38 CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Ray.

3% MR KOONUK: Wiat is Helnrick's is he

43 commrercializing fish or what?

ig MR. TUKLE: They're comercial fishernen

46 You see they catch their fish and they sell themto the big
47 stores |like Fred Meyers and the other industry stores.

49 MR KOONUK: Is he licensed to do that?
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MR TUKLE: As far as | know, yes, he is.
But they canme in around 1954, was the first tine they came
around, according to ny dad's stories he used to tell ne a
| ong time ago.

MR PATKOTAK: M. Chairnan.
CHAI RVAN REXFORD: M ke.

MR PATKOTAK: For anot her conment, other
areas of concern is that the stock levels were getting pretty
|l ow and that the catch | evels of comercial fisheries,
there's no data on how nuch is being caught and what species,
for that matter, and | think maybe there needs to be sone
qui ck serious studies here before the species and the
subsi stence harvest is conpletely depleted by that comercia
fishery.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay, thank you, M ke.
"Il try and review this, unless there's sonething el se. But
the stock assessnent should include studies for what nay be
affecting the stock | evels or the popul ation |evels, the
i npacts of fisheries fromcomercial activities -- or
commercial sale in that area, would include again, the itens
that are identified in nunber 3. Maybe we can add four and
five to that. Nunber 5 would be, what is the stock levels in
(I'n Native) on Colville River is it fromindustrial and
comercial activities and sale so that should be an item
added on to nunber 3.

Nunber 4, Arctic grayling research. W're
recomrendi ng, again, determne the status and harvest |evels
of Arctic grayling in the areas identified at Barrow,
Teshekpuk Lake, Wi nwight, Point Lay and Poi nt Hope and t hat
we strongly recomend the studies of grayling abundance in
t he key subsi stence rivers around Point Hope. Anything else
to add? Ray.

MR KOONUK: Yeah, | just want to nake a
remark as far as grayling. Gow ng up 50s, 60s, 70s, when
you know, we used to get a lot of grayling upriver, (In
Native), and we used to come honme with sacks of grayling
mxed with trout. And today it's not very nuch, you know,
you get a few sacks but that's about it. W put out nets, go
out fishing but just a few And | think this reconmendation
here is good. Studies need to be done. They need to go
further up -- all the way up to (In Native) River is further
up from(In Native) and | think they need to do sone studies
up there, too. As for the Kivalina area, they do hunt
grayling and I can't understand why their grayling is nuch
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bi gger than ours. The grayling we catch are small and the
grayling they get is a little bigger than ours and | can't
understand why there's a difference and the taste is
different. But, yes, studies need to be done around (In
Native) River and further up.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (Ckay, | have a note to
make sure that they be sure to use the |ocal people to direct
t he biol ogists or the people that are going to be studying
the areas, that they identify -- they'Il be a step ahead
because they know which rivers are being used for subsistence
take of fish. So it would be in any of those seven itens
t hat each one of them should state that we recomend to use
| ocal people to identify the river drainages for the
coastline where the studi es shoul d occur because they've been
around there for a long tinme and they know where the
inmportant rivers are. So | forgot to nention that in nunber
3 also, but the | ocal people who know where to do a study, to
find out where the fish are going.

Nunmber 5, if there's no further discussion on
grayling research, stock identity and status of dolly varden
There are two that are ongoing now and this is further down
the line as priority but there is two studies that are
happening. | don't know if they've been approved yet or not,
have they? | think they were going to be approved here soon,
or this winter anyway, the 2001.

MR JENNI NGS: 2001.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: If there's no comment on
that one. (In Native), do a study on broad whitefish,
di stribution novenent and other life history paraneters. And
there are drainages that are identified there.

Sal non studies -- if there's no comments on
Six, I"'mnot trying to rush this on, but any conments on five
and six?

kay, sal non studies. Anobs nentioned
somet hi ng about Pacific salnon, | think Point Hope, and this
woul d be Point Lay area should also be -- would help on
education of Pacific salnon. So that it should be directed
around Point Lay as well. 1s there a particular |agoon or

river you were thinking about Anps?
MR AGNASSAGGA: No.
CHAI RVAN REXFORD: Just the Point Lay area?
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MR AGNASSAGGA:  Unh- huh.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay. So Point Lay shoul d
be added on to nunber 7. Wat we could do nowis prioritize,
I think, | know contami nants is a very serious concern
al t hough harvest levels are of concerns as well. | think
contam nants for health and safety reasons is of utnost
i nportance to our use of fisheries. So | would recomend
that we identify that as nunber 1 or right up on top of the
list for work that is to be done. O is the nunbering okay?

MR KOONUK: M. Chair
CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Ray.

MR KOONUK: Yeah, | don't see anything wong
with this list here. Studies are going to be done and I'm
pretty sure we'll get results back. And the only thing
woul d, you know, just to add on to what | had nenti oned.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Yeah.
MR KOONUK: | would followthis list then
CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Ckay.

MR KOONUK: But meke sure that we get
reports back.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Yeah, what needs to be
done, Ray, is either the Federal or the State or Departnent
of WIldlife would submt a proposal and they do this yearly
and there's one through March 31, | think is the 2001
proposal deadline; aml correct on new fisheries proposal or

Is that for the next cycle? So there is cycles, | don't know
if some of these will be done but we've identified our
concerns and priorities, | think we'll continue to review

this yearly and see where we're at and see whi ch departnent,
either the Federal or State is helping us out on this. But
it's very inportant. And, again, I'll just say that the

Federal Subsistence Staff were very happy to see this list.

Tim

MR JENNINGS: Yes, M. Chair. TimJennings,
O fice of Subsistence Managenent. W will followup on this
topic briefly or as much as the Council desires under Item
10, agency reports, under A

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Ckay.
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MR JENNINGS: Item2 and 3 and 4, we'll give
you an update on the 2001 Fisheries Mnitoring Plan that the
Board recently adopted. W will talk about the upcom ng 2002
fisheries that's in the devel opnmental stages. And then Item
4 was the subsistence regional issues and information needs
and you' ve basically just covered that in this discussion.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Yeah, 1'mglad we did.

MR JENNI NGS: Yes.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Al'l right, we got one |ess
itemto cover here.

MR JENNINGS: Ckay.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: But anyway, that's good
that you let us know we took care of it.

MR KOONUK: M. Chair.
CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Ray.

MR KOONUK: M. Chair, | would nake a notion
to approve the reconmendations.....

CHAI RVAN REXFORD: The |ist of topics?
MR KOONUK: ..... as |isted.
CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Yep, okay.

MR KOONUK: Wth the anendnents that were
made from the Council .

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Al l right.
MR PATKOTAK: Comments here.....

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Second. W need a second
first.

MR H BROAER  Second.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay, go ahead, M ke.

MR PATKOTAK:  On nunber 7, the sal non
studi es, studies should be -- relatively little known is

about the Pacific salnmon on the North Sl ope and studies
shoul d be directed towards determ ning the spawni ng status of
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pi nk, chum and king salnon in Peard Bay and Kugrua. There is
substantial spawning. W' ve been getting sone good results
and sone good sustainable yield of dried sal non and pi nk,
hunpback, king sal non and dog sal non and al so silvers. So
there's a good-sized fishery up there and al so the king
salnon, | tried trolling in that area, no caribou or nothing
so | decided to troll alittle bit and darned if | didn't
snag onto a good old, big old king, and that was a big
surprise for all of us there.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Ckay.

MR. PATKOTAK: And | just didn't have enough
gas, the guys couldn't get enough of that rod and reel
fishing in. So it is a substantial fisheries there. And
also, with the increase in the fish there's al so been an
increase in spotted seals. And spotted seals, they're
call ed, what you call the wolverine of the sea. And there's

been a real substantial increase in spotted seal. They've
been getting quite a bit into the salnmon. And before the
spotted seals were just negligible seal -- well, anyway,

negl i gi bl e anmount of species there but now they' re getting to
the point where, nman, they're overrunning the area. So we've
been kind of hunting themto try to increase the -- keep the
spawning level up. And it's a good thing -- the killer
whal es have been increasing in that area, too, and they' ve
been hunting, going after the spotted seal.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Thank you, M ke.
MR H BROMER Question's called for.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay, question's called
for in favoring or adopting the follow ng seven itens we just
di scussed with sone amendnents and they are so noted. |
won't go each and every one of them but I'Il just try ny
best to nanme the main topics, following are the |ist of
topics for biological subsistence related fishery issues on
the North Sl ope, harvest studies for all species should be
done; contam nant studies and the increases on the river
dr ai nages on account of Red Dog mne, to do sonme contam nant
studies on all river drainages that affect Point Hope and to
be in close contact with Region 9, | believe, or Region 7,
for Northwest Arctic Region Chair to be nade aware that we
are concerned there should be contam nant studies in that
area due to Red Dog mi ne; stock assessnent of Arctic cisco,
comments woul d be nunber 5 to include what is affecting the
stock levels, is it -- inpact on fisheries, is it industria
oil activity or is it comrercial sale of Arctic cisco; to use
| ocal peoples to identify or direct the biologists in that
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m ssing anything on any others, | believe that covers the
comments or additions to that. Al in favor of the notion
say aye.

N UNI SON:  Aye.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Those opposed, sane sign.
(No opposi ng vot es)

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay, thank you very nuch

W' Il nove on to village concerns. W may continue after
unch but we'll start with Ray and then work our way this
way. Village concerns, Ray, or comments.

MR KOONUK: Well, | have no concerns as of
right now Everything is good. | just have a concern about
Red Dog. | know in the past we -- | had nentioned about the

caribou die-offs, but I haven't heard anything yet. But Red
Dog, | think, is the main issue that's first. Mgration of
caribou. And fish going on through the river and all in all,
that zinc and | ead down to the ocean, transporting it to the
ship, just make sure that reports are done and we know what's
going on fromthe activities around the area.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Thank you, Ray. M ke.

MR. PATKOTAK: Yeah, ny observations of
hunting in the Peard Bay area, the ice thickness continues to

remai n thinner than normal. Water seens to -- water
tenperatures seemto have increased sonmewhat. Wat we've
noticed in terns of this thinning iceis -- in terns of

pressure ridge activity has changed the patterns of how the
seals and the fish mgrate in the bay area and has effected
how we go about our hunting areas. Qher than that we've
been pretty successful in terns of the harvest. But this
change in the ice thickness has created |larger flows that are
unsafe to travel on, which makes it a lot difficult -- nore
difficult to harvest the seals earlier in the spring, which
has changed our hunting patterns in terns of drying tine, in
ternms of making our dried and fish and stuff, et cetera.

And al so another is erosion in the Peard Bay
area and into some of the barrier reefs that are up near
Peard Bay have changed. |It's changing substantially. And I
guess that for those of you that are famliar with those old
-- that old community there near Franklin Point, the erosion
is getting to them but then again the scientists have been
consi stently working on themon an around the cl ock basis
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over there. And of course, they've been getting a | ot of
Wai nw i ght |ocal help because it's closer to their community.

But other than that, hunting' s been real good
for those of us that canp at Peard Bay. There's about six
famlies that go over there. W've been doing darn well.

The Western Caribou Herd's been going up in that area and

we' ve been seeing a higher portion of reindeer traveling with
them So | guess that's where sone of those people from
Norton Sound area are losing their caribou -- reindeer to.
And in terns of |eanness, we've been -- the el ders have been
-- are leaning towards, if you see reindeer get it, instead
of the | eaner caribou, so we -- the past several tinmes we've
nmentioned that and they said -- instructed by the elders to
go and get the reindeer because they're a |ot nore tender
than their 1ong-1egged cousins.

So there's been an increase in berries, a |ot
of berries. The willows are getting a | ot higher fromthe
i ncreased tenperat ures.

And that's basically it.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay, thank you, M ke.
Goi ng over to Point Lay.

MR. AGNASSAGGA:  Poi nt Lay, basically nobody
has been goi ng out because of a stormand it's just getting
over with. This is the first year we went w t hout bel uga
because we didn't hunt any |ast sunmer because of the ice
condi tions, but there was as lot of caribou this fall so
peopl e were able to stock up.

And the last few years now we've been able to
fish for grayling near our villages and we used to never, we
used to have to go near the nmountain. Now, you can go right
fromthe village to Kokolik River, just a couple of bends up,
so we don't have to go canpi ng nowadays to do fall fishing.

QO her than that, everything' s okay in Point
Lay. W mss our beluga, though, that's the first year we've
been goi ng wi thout that.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Ray, now you know where
your grayling s went.

MR KOONUK:  Yeah.
(Laught er)
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MR AGNASSAGGA: Well, we noticed that after
grayling, we started hunting them near our villages, after
they did dredging in the river. They dredged for -- in that
river where all that fish is near the village, they did
dredging that sumer, | think that's why they're so close to
there now. Real deep, now, yeah

CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Harry.

MR H BROANER | don't have any ngjor
concerns to bring out, M. Chairman. But you know |ike M ke
says, hunting's been pretty good around Barrow. | was out
for 10 days out in the countryside out there hunting and
pretty successful. | seen a noose for the first time in
about nine or 10 years near the headwaters. So that was a
change, a good sight to see out there. | haven't seen
anything like that for -- an aninmal that big in so long it
was anmazing just to watch it wal ki ng around.

(Laught er)

MR H BROANER That's basically what | have.
| don't have any mmjor concerns fromthe comunity. W' ve
been pretty successful in harvesting resources.

That's all | have, M. Chair.
CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay, thank you. Leonard.

MR TUKLE: Ckay, | don't have any concerns
much, but hunting has been pretty good out there at Nuigsut.
Speaki ng of caribou, they're nostly on the NPR- A side,
probably due to so many pipelines being built around the
Nui gsut area.

And fishing has al so been good, except for
(I'n Native), it's nostly herring these past two years. This
past nmonth a few peopl e got sonme wol ves and wol verine, which
Is pretty good this year. And as for the grayling, they
usually go for that in the sumertinme in Chandler River and
Anaktuvuk River, that's where they go nostly, way up river
using fishing rods. That's where they nostly are. In the
| ower river there's hardly any of the small ones, but the big
graylings are way upriver there.

| guess that's about it.
CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay, thank you, Leonard.

Kakt ovi k, okay, |'ve got a couple here that | want to
mention. This winter, early February, the (In Native)
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hunters and trappers conmittee, the whole commttee went to
Kakt ovi k and net with the Kaktovi k residents regarding
nmuskox. They wanted to hear our traditional know edge and
record in witing and in tape and in videotape about our
experience with nmuskox. And we knew that our forefathers
knew t hat there were nmuskox in our area. They're dealing
with their governnent on this new i ntroduced species and
would like to be able to start hunting nuskox. Sine it's a
new y introduced species they're really concerned now t hat
the imrediate (In Native) conmunity, they're having to go
further and further out to get caribou and they're noticing
that there's nore nmuskox in their area so they want to be
able to hunt nuskox. And one of the very interesting itens
that was brought to us was the satellite or the vegetation
and the caribou counts of the mgration route, they're being
changed and we need to identify where the sedentary nuskox
are staying, in the wi ndblown areas or in the high ridges, in
the | ower slopes of the mountains. So it's going to be very
interesting to see if we overlap the vegetation, the caribou
mgration route by satellite and the sedentary nuskox are
bei ng | ocated, which are diverting the Porcupine nmain herd
that is around (In Native). So that was sone interesting

i nformati on exchanged between the two villages of (In Native)
and Kaktovik. They really want to involve our area. The
North Sl ope, they want to be involved in nuskox deci sion-
maki ng, so there may be in the future,

an international nmuskox managenent plan for nmuskox. W're
still working with themand will continue to work with them
with our relatives and friends from Canada regardi ng nuskox.

Sheep, very few were caught but they didn't
get enough sheep for Thanksgiving and Christrmas. One of the
concerns that I'd like to find out is whether how
sportshunting occurs in Federal |ands, | asked at the | ast
neeting and G eg was going to to get a popul ati on count on
dal | sheep, get a count on that and see about curtailing or
scal i ng back on sporthunting in Unit 26(C). W need to
really take a | ook at the popul ation of adult sheep because
we know there is sporthunting in Federal lands and I want to
get back on why there's always sporthunting that's occurring
in that area, it could be affecting the popul ation

Bear predation. | know |l ast spring there was
-- maybe one bear had got five nuskox, and we want to | ook at
seei ng what the bear population is, the brown or grizzly bear
in our area because they nust be pretty well established and
cat chi ng about maybe 10 or a dozen nuskox in that area. So
maybe we shoul d see about maybe getting nore bear, rather
than once a year, maybe have a bear managenent or bear bounty
or sonething. Because we're noticing a lot of bear in Unit
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26(C) .

Fairly good cari bou has been caught this
wi nter and they've been healthy. They've been catching
cari bou throughout this winter which is good. | don't know
how -- a marten cane through our village, which is very
rarely, rarely seen. W did get one marten, or | did, so
that nakes it -- it mght be a record, on Barter Island, a
marten was taken, where | trapped it. So it's a nystery how
marten nmade it all the way up. They thought it cane in
t hrough one of the hunters on his sled, packed it up, tied it
up and when he unpacked his nmeat nmaybe it was in the cavity
or it mght have cone through Canada because we just got a
bunch of housing materials, maybe it got in the crate,
bet ween the crates and crevices, but a marten was caught.

MR AGNASSAGGA: Last year there was a couple
of marten that went to Point Lay, too, and they caught them

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: So i f anybody wants to bid
on a marten, | got a marten pelt, you can talk to ne |ater
after the neeting.

(Laught er)

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: But let's see, during this
wi nter -- between Septenber and now, mld wi nter, wolves been
caught, wol veri nes been caught, so all and all, | think we
survi ved nost of the winter

Before we get into the next item election of
officers, I want to informthe Council that I1'Il be -- this
is my last neeting wwith the Council. [|'ve been instructed by
the el ders of our community to concentrate heavily in our
region. | have every confidence in our Council that you have
lined up priorities, things to do. W've got all of our
subsi st ence managenent regul ations pretty well established
within our region, we did that early on. W did customary
and trade -- or customary designation -- or the C&T
determ nations |I should say, but we' ve been coasting -- or
just getting by and our elders, | just want to rem nd that
the less of regulations the better. | just pass that on from
Edward Hopson, Sr., the less regul ations we have the | ess
problens we'll have. | know we'll have a tough tine with
customary trade and | have every confidence in Mke reporting
to our Council on customary trade. | amvery happy to work
with the staff. For the past 10 years, | called Harry up and
| said how | ong have we been working on this, he thought '91
but |1ooking at the reports it |ooks |like we started our
programin 1990 and |'ve been very fortunate to get to know
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nost of you and |'ve enjoyed working with you for the past 10
years. And | have every confidence that the Council wll
nove on with the new priorities on fisheries, | think it's
the nost inportant one that we'll be concentrating on. And
like I said, I'"Il just reviewthat our |and aninals,
terrestrial animals are pretty well established and muskox
will continue to be an issue in our area. So |I'Il be closely
wor ki ng on that area regardi ng nmuskox and sheep.

So with that, again, | drafted a very nice
final letter of resignation on nmy conmputer and things got to
rushing yesterday and | forgot to print it out and it's at
hone. | don't have a hard copy relating what |'ve just said,
that this Council is well established, we've done a | ot of
hard work, so with that 1'd like to just say I'mthat |I'm
resigning and this and the next day will be nmy last neeting
and |'ve enjoyed working with you all.

MR H BRONER M. Chairman
CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Harry.

MR H BROAMER | just wanted to conment,
since you didn't bring your letter of your resignation it got
rej ect ed.

(Laught er)
CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Ray.

MR KOONUK: How much tinme you have |left here
on your ternf

CHAI RMAN REXFORD: | think | just got
reel ected, hey, Harry?

MR H BRONER Through this year, after the
fall neeting.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: So anyhow, again, | just
had a village neeting and the elders want me to work in our
area very closely, especially related to ANVR and that's
going to take up a lot of time, my work with the vill age.
And | feel, again, very confident in the Council, the work
that it's doing. You have good Staff working wi t h you,
they ve been with us quite awhile, and it was ny surprise
it's been 10 years already and | really appr eci at e wor ki ng
wi th you.

Ray.
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MR KOONUK: | would request the Staff nake
a pl aque.

M5. H ARVBTRONG W're already in the
process of doing so.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Wl cone Hel en, Barbara's
si ster.

M5. H ARMSBTRONG Fenton, | just wanted to
say on behalf of the Subsistence Ofice and since |I've been
here as long as you have that it's a sad day that you're
| eaving the Council. You ve been a great Chair and we've all
really, really appreciated your dedication. And | know Barb
Arnmstrong is particularly sad to have you | eave and she was
quite distressed when she talked to you but you' ve really
been a great Chair, and | think you are the only Chair that's
been with us the entire program if I'mnot mstaken; is that
-- oh, except for Bill Thomas, right. So we will really mss
you.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Yep, thank you, Hel en.
Thank you very nuch. Wth that |oad off of ny shoul ders

we' |l proceed with the election of officers. Again, | have
every confidence and after lunch we will do the el ection of
officers. It's 12:00 o' clock, so what is the wish of the
Counci | ?

MR PATKOTAK:  1:30.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  1: 30.

MR, PATKOTAK:  Tonorrow.

(Laught er)

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Ckay. We'll get the
letter and I'Il get with Bill Thomas this afternoon or
sonet hi ng and maybe Ida, you can help ne track hi m down and
get that resolution drafted up. So (In Native), lunchtine,
we'l | be back at 1:30.

(OFf record)

(On record)

CHAI RVAN REXFORD: 1'1l call the neeting back
to order after lunch recess. Just an update on the
resolution or the issue on stipends, | talked with the
Chai rman of the Chairs, Bill Thomas, from Southeast, he's our
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head Chairman of all the regions Chairman, and his
recomrendati on or suggestion was to get a letter forned to
himso that he can notify all the other Chairmans throughout
the regions so we can, again, bring this issue back up to the
new Secretary. So by tonorrow we'll have that letter, but by
action of this Council we'll formalize it and press forward
on the stipend issue. So that was his reconmendation. W'|
take his suggestion and type the letter up and he'll notify
all the other Chairmans to co-sign it or back up the issue on
sti pends.

Ckay.

Wth that, hopefully, we'll -- tonorrow we'll
have the letter drafted and have the Council act on it
formally and we'l|l proceed fromthere.

Wth that, | think we have new peopl e that
cane in. Those that weren't here this norning, if you can
i ntroduce yourself and who you're with, |I'd appreciate it
very nuch

MR MLLS: M nanme is Dave MIls. [|'mthe
superintendent of the Gates of the Arctic National Park.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (Ckay. We have an issue
bef ore us under -- one of our last itens is to talk about the
SRC for Gates of the Arctic nenber. [I'mglad that you
joined us M. MIIs.

kay, before we nove onto Regional Advisory
Council reports, are there any other concerns or any ot her
i ssues before this Council? Are there any Regi onal Advisory
Counci| nenber reports to conme before the Council at this

time or concerns? Hearing none, just a rem nder, public
comment is open. This opportunity continues throughout the
neeting. Please fill out the testifying format the table
here in the mddle -- at the sign-in table, we appreciate it
Wth that, we'll nove onto Item No. 8,
el ection of officers. [|'Il turn the floor over to Mchelle.
M5. CHI VERS: Thank you, M. Chair.
MR KOONUK: M. Chair
CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Ray.
MR KOONUK:  Any word on Terry and.....
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CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Ch, yeah, Terry left a
nessage -- two nessages for nme, while we were out to lunch |
received them his plane was rerouted further south but he'll
be in this evening so he wants to join us so he said he'll
see us this evening. So he was concerned about a quorum but
he left a message. So he's trying, it's not his fault.

MR KOONUK: Yeabh.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: The airlines that are
getting in and out of Wainwight today, that he's del ayed.

MR KOONUK: How about WIIlians?

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: W/ liams, | have no
nmessage fromM. WIllians. | did run into himat Anaktuvuk
Pass. | don't know if he's still busy with things that are
going on in AKP, that's the last tinme | seen himwas there in
Anakt uvuk Pass, that was |ast Thursday.

MR KOONUK:  Thanks.

CHAI RVMAN REXFORD:  Wth that, Mchelle.

M5. CH VERS: Thank you, M. Chair. W're
going to open up the floor for the election of the Chair for

the North Sl ope Regional Advisory Council, if sonebody woul d
i ke to make a nom nati on.

MR PATKOTAK: 1'd like to nom nate Ray
Koonuk, Sr., for Chairnan.

MR AGNASSAGGA: |'d nom nate Harry Brower,
Jr.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: | nove the nomi nations be
cl osed.

MR AGNASSAGGA:  Second.
CHAl RVAN REXFCORD: By paper?

MR JENNINGS: So all in favor of closing the
nom nati ons say aye.

I N UNI SON: Aye.
MR, JENNI NGS: Any opposed.

(No opposi ng vot es)
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MR JENNINGS: kay, would you like to do
secret ballot?

MR KOONUK:  Yes.
MR JENNI NGS: Ckay.
(Pause)

MR JENNINGS: M. Chair, there is a tie,
three to three.

MR AGNASSAGGA: M. Chair.

MR JENNINGS: Wsat option, M. Chair -- go
ahead, Anvs.

MR AGNASSAGGA: Aren't we going to have nore
people tonorrow, it seens like it's just a small group of us
and a | ot of people mssing, we're going to have nore.....

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: | know Terry's going to be
in. |I'mnot sure about Earl or Paul, | think Paul wlI
probably not nmake it, but | know Terry will be it.

MR AGNASSAGGA: At |least we will have an odd
nunber .

(Laught er)

MR JENNINGS: M. Chair, that was going to
be ny suggestion as well. [If the Council desires, it could
table the elections until Terry conmes we can hold themthen
in the norning or after he arrives.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: What is the wish of the
Counci | ?

MR PATKOTAK: I'min favor. That sounds
like it would make it fair.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Ckay.
MR. JENNINGS: |s that okay?

MR H BROMER Oherwise w'll sit here all
afternoon and vote and vote and vote.

(Laught er)
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CHAl RVAN REXFORD: kay, Ray?

MR KOONUK:  Yeah.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Harry?

MR H BROAMER That's fine with me.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Leonard?

MR TUKLE: (Nods affirmatively)

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Ckay. So we'll do that.

MR JENNINGS: So unani nbus consent.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Maybe by form of a notion
or unaninous to table until the norning proceedings; is there
any objection to that?

(Pause)

CHAI RVAN REXFORD: Heari ng none, thank you.
Thank you, Mchelle. Tim W'I||l table the election of
of ficers until the norning.

Al right, we'll go ahead and.....

MR, PATKOTAK: Break until norning.

(Laught er)

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: W'l |l call for the Federal
subsi stence fisheries proposals, they' Il be accepted from
January 8th through March 31, 2001 under Tab D. [|'mnot sure
what that's all about but sone general information on how to
change Federal subsistence regulations, it gives the deadline
or schedule for that on how to proceed in changing fisheries

regul ations. There are sonme proposal forns, the guidelines
and the application or the proposal on the | ast page of Tab

So we'll go ahead and nove onto the agency
reports. Briefings on agency concerns, issues related to
subsi stence use and wildlife resources, including the status

on wildlife population updates and reports. W'I| be hearing
fromTi mJennings, R chard, who will be the presenters or the
reviewers. Do we have copies -- they're probably in the

bookl et thensel ves, but copies of the key points are
appreci ated, just the briefings or key points and we're just



00052

OCO~NOUITRARWNE

bei ng handi ng out fisheries nonitoring, which will be part of
the issues again, real quickly, partnerships presented by
US. Fish and Wldlife Service, partnership fisheries
nonitoring, instead of Steve Fried, we have Tim Jenni ngs on

that and Richard will cover two, three an four; five and siXx
will be covered by M. Jennings. After that we'll go with
Nati onal Park Service, BLM and ADF&G as the body of our
agency reports. Wth that, I'Il turn the floor over to M.

Jenni ngs, Tim

MR JENNINGS: Thank you, M. Chair. If I
may, | would like to go back briefly to Tab Dto ensure a
conpl et e understanding of the call for changi ng Federal
subsi stence fisheries regulations. These are proposals to
change the regul ati ons thensel ves in the regul atory book
This is not a newcall for fish studies. So if the Counci
has any at this tine, at this nmeeting, that they would Iike
to, to submt changes to the existing fisheries regulations,
Staff would be available to help you submt those. Any
fisheries regulatory proposals that are submtted, Staff wll
do an anal ysis over the upcom ng several nonths and then at
your fall neeting we would conme before you to discuss the
fisheries regul atory proposals and the Federal Subsistence
Board woul d nake their decisions on fisheries regulations at
the Decenber neeting. And that's all laid out in terns of
the schedule on the first page under Tab D.

Are there any questions about fisheries
regul atory proposal s?

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Harry.

MR H BRONER Could you identify any of the
regul ati ons that would be affecting the North Sl ope region to
hel p us in our discussion as part of these fisheries
regul ati ons that we have?

MR JENNINGS: Yes, the book you have in
front of you, Harry, is the new regul ati on bookl et for
fisheries. It has the color art work on the front.

MR H BRONER The reason | was asking that
is, M. Chairman, | have read sone of these regul ations but
there are only certain areas of the state covered and not hi ng
really pertaining to the North Sl ope.

M5. H ARMBTRONG It's the Yukon northern
area that pertains to the North Slope. There aren't many
regul ations, you're right, Harry. The map is on Page 20 so
you can see the area. The regulations are -- they start on
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Page 22, and because it covers the Yukon area as well, you
have to kind of sift through there to see where the parts
that affect the North Slope -- well, see the C&T's are -- if
you |l ook after -- it says on Page 22, Yukon River drainage
and then remai nder of Yukon area, then that's all the rest of
it outside of the Yukon R ver, so that includes you, it's all
fish. You have C&T for everything, so there's nothing you'd
need to change there. And in terns of fishing periods, Page
23, under regulations, there is -- it covers taking sal non
and then they have sone exceptions but those are all outside
of this region.

MR H BROMER So we're in District 3, is
that how we're -- the Yukon Northern Area?

M5. H ARMSTRONG | don't -- are we District
3; is that right?

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: There's a nap on Page 24.
M5. H ARMBTRONG That's Map 3, the

districts are on the Yukon River, |I"'mpretty sure.

CHAI RMAN REXFORD:  Map 3, oh, | see. So
we're on the -- the Yukon and North Slope is the sane
district?

MR JENNINGS: M. Chair, if you | ook on Page
25, the bottom paragraph under gear restrictions, it says you
may take fish, other than salnon or halibut by set nets -- so
this is any other fish, other than sal non or halibut, you may
take by set net, set gillnets, drift net, beach seine,
fi shwheel, pot, longline, fike net, jigging gear, spear, |ead
or arod and reel at any tine for subsistence purposes
following -- subject to the following restrictions and those
restrictions are on Page 26. Those refer to restrictions
regardi ng the Yukon and Tanana R ver. So basically there are
no restrictions that overlay the North Sl ope region.

MR KOONUK: How about wi thin Point Hope, as
a different district, within the Kotzebue area, are we.....

M5. H ARVMBTRONG Point Hope falls within
t he Yukon Northern area so it's -- | nean it's all -- the
Kot zebue area is also within the Yukon Northern so it's all
the same. There really aren't any restrictions. You are
allowed to -- under special provisions, no subsistence
fishing permt required, you nmay take fish for subsistence
pur poses w thout a subsistence fishing permt at any tine
except and then they have the follow ng exceptions but those
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are all on the Yukon R ver and the Tanana River. So really
there aren't any regulations, | don't think.

MR JENNINGS: It's pretty w de open

M5. H ARMBTRONG Things are pretty w de
open for fishing on the North Sl ope, so there probably isn't
anything that needs to be changed unl ess you ever becane
aware of a closure you wanted or sonething el se, but right
nowit's.....

MR. KOONUK: That woul d be for the customary
-- how about for the Nuiqsut area, this guy had
nmentioned. . ...

M5. H ARMSTRONG The commerci al ?

MR KOONUK: ..... about this guy was
conmer ci al

MB. H ARMBTRONG Hel nri cks.

MR KOONUK:  Yeah, Hel nricks.

M5. H ARMBTRONG Well, those are different
regul ati ons, he's not hunting under -- | nean fishing for
subsi stence, he's fishing under a different.....

MR. JENNINGS: He's fishing under State
regul ati ons.

MS. H ARMSTRONG Yeah, under State
regul ati ons.

MR. JENNINGS: kay, M. Chair, are we ready
to nove on?

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Just a minute there, Tim
MR JENNI NGS: Ckay.
CHAI RVAN REXFORD: It al so gives kind of a

summary on Page 10 and 11 -- or Page 10, the general

provi sions of taking fish. And again, our closures -- or
restrictions are identified as Yukon River drainage and --
under determ nation, again, they're clearly defined. | see
Kot zebue area, Norton Sound and Yukon Northern area, does
that cover us all, |like Ray is saying for the North Sl ope

area, C&T use determ nations, does this cover our areas?
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MR JENNI NGS: Yes, M. Chairnman.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: The remai nder of the Yukon
area north.

MR JENNINGS: Yes, M. Chair, that's the
area, remainder of Yukon Northern area, C&T species, all
fish, and the determination is residents of the Northern area
except those domciled in Unit 26(B) and Helen, is that the
Prudhoe Bay area?

M5. H ARMSBTRONG That's correct, there are
no comunities in 26(B) as we'll discuss |ater on.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (Ckay. All right, proceed,
M. Jennings. Harry, does that answer your question?

MR H BRONER  Yes.
CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Ckay.

MR JENNINGS: kay, M. Chair, I'll give the
first agency briefing for office regardi ng partnerships for
fisheries nonitoring and Mchelle has given a handout to each
of you, it's called Federal Subsistence Board proposed
partnerships in fisheries nonitoring. And the first two
par agr aphs | ay out the background of this initiative. The
Federal Subsistence Board oversees, as you know, the
fisheries resource nonitoring studies to conduct fisheries
studies around the state to collect information on fish stock
status and trends, harvest nonitoring and traditional
ecol ogi cal know edge. And to ensure that the nonitoring
programis effective and scientifically sound, the Board is
seeki ng invol venent from |l ocal organizations and Native
organi zations. So there's this initiative called partnership
in fisheries nonitoring to help facilitate |ocal involvenent.
And what this is neant to do is the Federal Subsistence Board
has set aside up to nine positions, which would be contracted
out to |l ocal Native organizations and rural organizations
t hroughout the state. And obviously nine positions will not
be enough to allow each region to have their own staff
person, so initially the Board has | ooked at six fisheries
bi ol ogi st positions in the Arctic, Kotzebue, Norton Sound
area as being one; Yukon River being a second area; Kuskokw m
third area; Bristol Bay, Al aska Peninsula, Kodiak fourth
area; fifth area, Cook Inlet and Gulf of Al aska and the [ ast
area, Southeast. And then three social scientists or
ant hr opol ogi st positions, one along the Yukon R ver; one
al ong the Kuskokwi m Ri ver and then other regi ons beyond that.
And the idea behind this is |ocal organizations would be able



to respond to a bid package and submit a proposal to obtain
the funding through a contract to hire one of these positions
into their owm rural or Native organization. So that person
will be funded by the Federal programbut wll be enployed by
the rural or the Native organization. And the primary duties
of these positions would be to facilitate the | ocal

i nvol vement, act as a |iaison between the |ocal users and the
| ocal organi zations and our office and other agencies in the
devel opnment of this fisheries resource nonitoring study.

So we expect that there will be a request of
proposals here in the near future and that there will be a 60
day tine frame once the proposals are out for organizations
to prepare and submt proposals. Because there are only nine
positions and these positions will be shared by a regi on and
| ocal organizations, there's encouragenent for |ocal and
Native organi zations to col |l aborate and coordi nate when they
subm t proposals.

And so the idea is that this, in the |ong-
term would build capacity with the | ocal organizations and
the Native organi zati ons by having paid professionals on
staff to help with the inportant issues of fisheries studies,
designing and i nplenmenting and nonitoring the fisheries
st udi es.

Let's see, in the process we are in right
now, we are currently seeking a governnent-to-governnent
consultation with the tribes and Carl Jack, who was recently
hired as the Ofice of Subsistence Managenent's Native
liaison is heading that effort for the governnent-to-
governnent consultation and there's been a letter sent out to
all the tribes asking themto submt comments by March 15th
regarding this initiative before the -- before we put out the
proposals -- the requests for bids.

Initially there were nine positions, the goa
is to have themstart, hopefully by this fall, to get them
hired, the contracts awarded and hired into the | ocal
organi zations, and at this tine, the Councils do not have a
specific role in this. Wat we're providing, is this
information to you, for informational purposes. And so we'll
be keeping this informed as this program continues to
devel op.

"Il stop there M. Chair and see if there
are any questions.

CHAI RVMAN REXFORD: Questions fromthe
Counci | .
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MR H BRONER M. Chairman
CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Harry.

MR H BROANER Wen is it that they' re going
to go into these proposals? It hasn't even started yet, has
it, they haven't.....

MR JENNINGS: W' ve not put out the request
for proposals. Right now we're finishing up the governnent -
to-governnment tribal consultation. Once that's done and the

comments are in, then there'll be a final bid package that
will be put together and it will be several nonths -- that
will be sent out to all the tribal organizations and | ocal

organi zations around the state that are interested in
bi ddi ng.

MR. H BRONER Thank you.

MR KOONUK: M. Chair.

CHAI RMAN REXFORD: Go ahead, Ray.

MR. KOONUK: These nine positions, are these
| ocal positions that you're going to hire, right? Are

MR JENNI NGS: Yes.

MR KOONUK: ..... going to be trained as far
as working with the biologists or are they going to be

trained, at |east, to be biologists or sonething, get
certified?

MR JENNINGS: Yes. |If you'll look at the
bott om par agr aph under cooperative agreenents, they would be
hired locally but they would be awarded -- we expect to hire

prof essional fisheries biologists or social scientists. And
we expect that the successful candi dates woul d have

bachel or's degrees. And one of the prinmary roles, in
addition to the Iiaison and coordination is we expect these
positions to do sone nmentoring for local individuals in the
area, young people and others so that naybe there will be
sonme interest in sone other people becomng fisheries

bi ol ogi sts or social scientists.

So we're not sure, you know, we know the
degree requirenment, right nowthat's in consideration and we
know t hat the degree requirenment may limt the pool of Al aska
Native or local folks that would be able to qualify for these
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positions. So we'll see what the comrents are that cone back
fromthe tribes in terns of those kinds of professional
requirenents. The idea is that these woul d be professiona
staff that would be able to be technically qualified to help
design and i npl ement and nonitor these fisheries studies,
both stock status and trends and harvest nonitoring, and
that's why the need for professional qualifications.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Any ot her questions from
the Council? Go ahead, Tim

MR JENNINGS: kay, M. Chair, Richard
Uberuaga wi Il handl e the next three itens.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD: (kay, thank you, Tim

MR UBERUAGA: |'Il go over here where
there's a little bit nore room 1've got these handouts here
that will help us understand a little bit better what we're
going to tal k about.

(Pause)

MR UBERUAGA: Thank you, M. Chair. 1|'m

going to briefly talk about the Fisheries Information Service
Monitoring projects for 2001 and 2002. First we'll start
with the 2001 projects for the North Sl ope area. You can see
on your handout, the projects 01-113 is North Sl ope project,
the Eastern North Sl ope dolly varden genetic stock -- stock
identification and stock assessnent. That project's been
funded for the year 2001 and along w th another project in
the harvest nonitoring and traditional ecol ogical know edge
area, which is the 01-101B, Eastern North Sl ope subsi stence
fish harvest assessnment in the Kaktovik area.

Project 113, as you know, is being done
principally with the Departnent of Fish and Gane, the
bi ol ogist in charge is TimViavont and he's been working with
the North Slope, with Harry, | think, and the cooperators in
this are the North Sl ope Regional Council staff, you folks,
the Borough Wl dlife Departnent and the subsi stence users for
the villages of Anaktuvuk, Kaktovik and Nuigsut, so this

project is probably pretty famliar to all of you. | have
the budgets here, it's a three year project, and I know
you'll be working pretty much with this project in

col laboration with this project as it goes al ong.

The ot her project you have down there is the
subsi stence fish harvest assessment work in Kaktovik. That
project is also a three year project. And the collaboration
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with themwould be with the people of Kaktovik, |I'msure the
Borough WIldlife Departnent is also involved in that project.
And | ocal assistance. It says here, |ocal assistance wll
help with the harvest surveys preparing the site maps and
col l ecting biological specinens. So there will be |oca
peopl e hired to be working on that project too.

So those are 2001 projects that will be put
in place this sunmer

On the next page that you have, you'll see
2002 projects. These are projects that are being consi dered
right now They' ve been sel ected for consideration. Right
now we're entering a period of preparing investigation plans.
Let's | ook at those projects right now, briefly, for this
area. You'll see the tenperature and salinity and variability
at traditional subsistence sites in the nearshore habitat of
the Beaufort Sea. That project's got a |ot of cooperators.
Principally, University of Al aska-Fairbanks, Ceophysi cal
I nstitute-Fairbanks, Sharon George, Al aska Data Visualization
Anal ysi s Service, Tevis Underwood with the Fish and Wldlife
Service, and | have a description of that project here, if
you' d li ke some nore specifics on that | can give that to
you. That project, as you know, is being considered for

sel ection by the Board this winter. Investigation plans are
bei ng prepared right now and once those investigation plans
are prepared, they will be -- those projects -- we wll

identify the projects that we would like to go forward and we
will bring them before you, the Regional Advisory Counci
this fall, for your input into these projects.

So for 2002, we're |ooking at the Beaufort
Sea salinity work and we're | ooking at assessnent of Arctic
grayling in the Kukpuk R ver near Point Hope, Al aska. That's
anot her project for 2002 that has been selected to this
point. Okay, the third project for this North Sl ope area is
the North Sl ope/ Anakt uvuk Pass subsi stence fish harvest
assessnent. Again, the North Sl ope Borough is involved with
this project and the grayling project near Point Hope. These
projects, both of these grayling projects address sone of the
priority needs that you fol ks have identified in your
priority listing that you di scussed this norning. The
grayling, in the Point Hope area cane out as one of the
priorities where nore information i s necessary.

So | want to inpress upon you that these
proj ects have been identified for consideration. They are
not -- it's not cast in concrete yet for the 2002. And these
projects will be looked at in nore detail with those
I nvestigation plans and then the projects that we would Iike
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to put forward will be brought before the Board for your
further input in the fall neeting.

So beyond that there are projects for 2003
that we have not yet started a consideration process. You

still have a period of time to suggest nore projects which
woul d address your priority needs. And on the third page of
that handout, you'll see atime line. This is a FIS,

Fi sheries Information Service Mnitoring Projects tinme |ine.
You can see at the start of the top of this chart of table,
there is year-round, it says identify issues and needs.
Wl |, your Council has identified issues and needs and
prioritized those issues very well with what you di scussed
this norning. That is a continual process, however. And we
will be continually asking you to keep the priorities, your
Council priorities in mnd so you can convey -- tell us
exactly what they are because as we approve these fisheries
information project -- nonitoring projects, we want those
projects to address your priority needs.

So you can see here it says Novenber 1st,
call for project pre-proposals, okay, and that goes through
February 1st. Well, that's what we just went through for the
year 2002, okay, we just selected project pre-proposals and
we have themlisted there on that second sheet that | gave
you for 2002. Those are the pre-proposals that we sel ected,
hopef ul | y addressi ng your needs, they address your
prioritized needs. You can see the third date down there is
March 15th, which is the day after tonorrow, that's when the
i nvestigation plans start for 2002. So those investigation
plans, you'll have April and May, until the end of May -- the
Investigators will be working on that detailed plan to
prepare that investigation plan. And once those
I nvestigation plans, that will help us narrow down and sel ect
and work projects and narrow the particulars -- the unknowns
down so we can better nanage to get a better idea of how that
proj ect addresses your needs. Okay, then it says June 1st
t hrough August 15th, the draft plans. The draft plans that
we select for 2002 will be conpiled, put into a booklet, into
the statewi de draft annual resource nonitoring plan. That
bookl et will have all these plans that we have selected with
their investigation plans. In Septenber and Cctober, that
bookl et will come before the Council, before you where you
have a chance to | ook at those investigation plans and give
your feedback and your input, whether you agree with what the
i nvestigation plans are. |If you think they're in the right
area of priorities for issues. And then between your
Septenber fall neeting, once we have the w nter Counci
neeting or the Federal Subsistence Board neeting, then those
final investigation plans will go in front of the Federa
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Board and the Board will nake the final decision to accept or
rej ect those pl ans.

This is pretty nmuch the schedul e for
nonitoring plans. Wat you have to understand is we' ve got
2001 approved right now. 2002, we're working on. W're
trying to get themand we'll get themby the fall neeting,
they will cone in front of you for 2002 and then by Decenber
they'Il go in front of the Federal Subsistence Board for
final approval. The neantine, we're going to start
soliciting for projects beyond the year 2003. Now, as
understand it, the 2003 projects, we will start requesting
pre-proposals in Novenber. So this Novenber, you can start
subm tting pre-proposals for working with various groups of
people, with departnments, with the Fish and Wldlife Service,
with, for exanple, the Borough WIdlife Managenent Depart nent
may want to do a study on sonme aspect of subsistence use in
the Colville or sonmething, that's for the year 2003, that
study would start. So that's a couple years away but it's
this fall when the proposals start. So you'll have from
Novenber to February to get those proposals in, you know,
bet ween now and t hen you can think about cooperators, if you
want to devel op sonme other cooperators with groups that you
work wi th now who may not have funding. You can start
talking to them and devel opi ng, you know, hey, let's go
together and do this.

So this helps you put it all in place and

it's inportant to know that this fall you' Il be |ooking at
2003, projects for 2003 and deci ding on those projects for
2002. So you will have, in your fall neeting, a real good

opportunity to weigh in on these 2002 projects.

Let's see, what else do | need to say about
those two projects, | think I've covered the 2001 and 2002
projects. | do have nore specific information and if you're
interested I can give -- | have two copies of the stuff for
2002 and I don't know if you' ve seen it, Harry, on the
salinity, the pre-proposal s?

MR H BROMER M. Chairman, | was wanting
to question you about that, | haven't really | ooked at that
proposal or seen it and I was wanting to ask sonme questions
about that.

MR UBERUAGA: Yes, the three projects we' ve
got right now for 2002 are the tenperature, salinity
variability in the nearshore habitat in the Beaufort. |[|'ve
got the pre-proposal and | can leave it with you today when
I go. The other one is the grayling project at Point Hope.



OCO~NOUITRAWNEFO

0062

| think I told you that the cooperators.....

MR KOONUK: Wiy can't you give us all a copy
of that and not just the one person? | think the rest of the
Counci|l would want to read what's going on, too.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Yes, provide copies for
all of us, please.

MR UBERUAGA: (kay.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Thank you.

MR UBERUAGA: Then the |ast one, of course,
is the Anaktuvuk Pass harvest assessnent project. So |'l|
get copi es nade today.

MR KOONUK: Who are the cooperators on the
Poi nt Hope project?

MR UBERUAGA: (kay.
MR H BROMER ADF&G . ...

MR. UBERUAGA: North Sl ope Borough,
Departnment of Wldlife, MIMResearch, and is that all Harry?

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: You're junping in to
cooperate with them Geoff?

MR CARRCLL: Probably not.
(Laught er)

MR H BROMER M. Chair.
CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Harry.

MR H BRONER Richard, on the tenperature
and salinity variabilities, are they going to be addressing

all fisheries -- all fish within the Beaufort Sea or are they
addressing specific fish, like for the cisco?
MR UBERUAGA: Well, | haven't read this that

t horoughly but what | can see is they' Il be taking a | ot of
physi cal data on salinity and tenperatures and, you know, |
don't think they're going to be | ooking at any of the
specific fishes. Let's see, | think they're just going to be
doing a lot of nonitoring of that water variability. So
there really is not a fish conmponent of this research. It's
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a weat her kind of a study, weather, climate study.
MR JENNINGS: It's a habitat assessment.

MR UBERUAGA: Yeah, suitability of that
habi tat but not specifically |ooking at one species of fish.

MR KOONUK: M. Chair.
CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Ray.

MR KOONUK: When was this information passed
out ?

MR UBERUAGA: This is new information. |
mean | just got this, in fact, yesterday.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Anps.

MR KOONUK:  Well.....

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (Oh, go ahead, Ray.

MR. KOONUK: | see you allocated on your
proposal to fund 10,000, is this going to be |long enough to
do your research, you've only funded for one year as well as

research on grayling in some other areas here; is that going
to be I ong enough for.....

MR UBERUAGA: | don't.....
MR KOONUK: ..... find out why, you know.....
MR UBERUAGA: That, | believe -- | don't

know. 1 don't know why the -- why that 10, 000.....

MR KOONUK: Well, not just for Point Hope,
if you have other areas |ike Kaktovik 134 for 2001, is that
-- Is that enough tine, just for one year, to find out what
you need to find out as far as what information you need to
col l ect?

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: M. Jenni ngs, could you
address that?

MR JENNINGS: | could address that, M.
Chair.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD: Tim go ahead.
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MR JENNINGS: TimJennings with the
Subsi stence O fice. W recognize that typically one year or
even three years is not enough tinme because of the life
hi stories of some of the species being a |ot |onger than that
and the variability that occurs within a natural environnent,
with winter conditions and summer conditions changi ng. But
the Federal Board has | ooked at initially funding projects
for either a one, two or a three year tinme frane, and then
those studies that are determined to have additional nerit
and they haven't answered the questions that need answering,
there's the opportunity to continue those studies beyond the
one, two or three years that are initially funded in order to
| ook at a longer tinme frane.

MR KOONUK: Well, 1'd rather see a long-term
study than short-term because you're not going to be -- what
are you going to find out in one year?

MR UBERUAGA: The Anaktuvuk Pass is a three

year study.
MR KOONUK: That's good.
MR JENNINGS: Yes, it's just.....
MR. KOONUK:  You know, you have.....
MR JENNINGS: ..... it's a Federal Board

decision right now that they don't want to go beyond three
years. They want an opportunity to | ook every year at the
progress of the studies and eval uate successes. And al so
sone of these studies are fairly expensive and there's sone
-- there needs to be some eval uati on about how nmuch noney you
put into one study if you go for 10 years.

MR KOONUK: Well, this one year study, it's
just -- you're just going to waste noney. | nean once you
finish that 10,000, what're you going to do? Nothing.

MR. UBERUAGA: That's a two year study al so,
on the grayling, at Point Hope.....

MR KOONUK:  Unh- huh.

MR UBERUAGA: ..... yeah, it's June 2002 and
June 2003. |'ve got two years on that one.

MR KOONUK: Wiy didn't you say so then?
MR. UBERUAGA: But the $10,000, | don't know



MR KOONUK: But still, is that going to be
| ong enough, one or two years?

MR JENNINGS: Well, | think the answer is we
won't know until we see what kind of information is collected
in the analysis that conmes back after year one and year two.
And then the study investigators nay propose sone additiona
funding in years three and four, whatever, to address the
questions. So it's not ruled out, but they couldn't go
further.

MR KOONUK: (Ckay, that's what | want to hear
as far as that.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Ckay. AnDs.

MR AGNASSAGGA: On these tenperature changes
on these man-nade projects like this Endicott, the
tenperature is a big difference because they know ngly didn't
| et one of the channels go through. 1s that taken care of or
are they going to just let it go, on sonme of these future
projects, they got to look at stuff |ike that, you know.

MR UBERUAGA: Yeah, | don't know. | -- I'm
not the investigator. Wat | see in here is they'|ll be
wor ki ng al ong the coast, key physical characteristics with
salinity and tenperature. As far as where and the specifics
of where the work will be done, that information is being
devel oped now, right now, between now, during the
i nvestigation plans are bei ng devel oped, March 15th through
-- what's our date on the -- oh, yeah, May 30th. That's when
specific questions will be asked of the investigators from
our office we'll -- specific questions they may have of the
i nvestigators, well, what are you going to consider over here
regarding this devel opnent or that, that's when they ask and
refine their investigation plan. So | think you'll see a |ot
nore focus in the next two nonths, on all three of these
pr oj ect s.

And the one thing I'Il note on the handout |
gave you for 2002 and you pointed out, that there was $10, 000
t here.

MR KOONUK:  Yeah.
MR UBERUAGA: Now, that may be a m sprint

because | have the project here, | don't know why that's
10,000, the project is asking for 100, 000.



00066

OCO~NOUITRARWNE

MR PATKOTAK: So it's probably just a typo
there, right?

MR. UBERUAGA: It's probably a typo.

MR KOONUK: | was going to say, 10,000, boy
that just covers the airfare.

MR UBERUAGA: Yeah. That's.....
MR. KOONUK: That's not very nuch.

MR. UBERUAGA: But | | ook at the project and
it says for 100,000. So that's probably a typo.

MR KOONUK: Well, you have 10,000 plus and
then it says a year, one.

MR. UBERUAGA: Right. And on here it says
June -- it has 2002 and 2003.

MR. KOONUK: So sonebody is giving us the
wrong i nformation.

s not, it's
wi || be devel oped
s the investigation

MR UBERUAGA: Well no, it
prelimnary. Prelimnary information. It
and refined and a ot better information a
pl an devel ops.

MR JENNINGS: And those will cone back at
the fall nmeeting and you will be able to review those.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: So at the fall neeting we
will pick up on.....

MR KOONUK: But still, you know, you shoul d
have printed your nunbers right.

MR UBERUAGA: Well, what usual ly happens

(Laught er)

MR KOONUK: |If you knew that you were goi ng
to give 100,000 to this research for two years then that
shoul d have been recorded on this, you know.

MR UBERUAGA: That's right. Sonebody nade
a mstake and it wasn't ne, but we'll make sure.....
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MR KOONUK: Well, if it's not you, then
whoever did this.....

MR UBERUAGA: Yeah.

MR KOONUK: ..... you know, that's al nost
m sl eading. . ...

MR JENNINGS: M. Chair.

MR KOONUK: ..... the Council here as far as
what research progranms we're going to be |looking at. You
know, you're al nost m sl eadi ng us here.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Thank you. We'Il pick up
on his concern on the Endicott research and the project
l ength for the grayling.....

MR KOONUK: M. Chairnman.....
CHAl RVAN REXFORD: .. ... in.....

MR KOONUK: ..... all I'"masking is that
these be printed right. What information we're getting, that
we get sonmething that we're going to be using, you know,
because this is inportant here. | thought this research was
going to be for one year and that's not enough tine.

MR PATKOTAK: That's why you were asking the
guestions, yes.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Al right, M. Ubueragak.
MR UBERUAGA: UWberuaga, it's very difficult

to say but.....
MR KOONUK: |Is that an | nupiat nane?
(Laught er)
MR UBERUAGA: You know.. ..
CHAl RVAN REXFORD: It feels hard on ny
t ongue.

MR UBERUAGA: ..... it's a Basque nane.
MR KOONUK: Excuse ne?
MR, UBERUAGA: Basque.



MR KOONUK:  Basque.

MR UBERUAGA: But you know Basque peopl e,
not where | cone from were whal ers.

MR KOONUK: On.

MR. UBERUAGA: Five hundred years ago they
hel ped Col unbus whal e -- whaling captains.

(I'n Native - Laughter)

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay, thank you, Richard.

MR UBERUAGA: You bet.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD: W' ve covered our.. ...

MR KOONUK: Are we getting back to this
information, M. Chairman? | mean if it's going to go next

fall.....

CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Yes, Septenber. The
Septenber tinme frame, they' |l have the 2002 for conment.

MR KOONUK: Well, | want to see sonething,
you know, if this is just information they gave where it's
only 10,000 and it should be 100, 000.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Yeah.

MR KOONUK: | want these printed right and,
you know, just for the Council information.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Yeah. (kay, can soneone
verify the cost figures for that and naybe by tonorrow get us
the right ones and nake copies for.....

MR. KOONUK: Because if we go by next fall
and it's still printed the sane, then we're still going to
figure it's $10, 000.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Ckay.

MR. KOONUK: And, you know, if we're not
goi ng to account for the 90, 000.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay, thank you, Ray.
MR JENNINGS: Yes, M. Chair, we wll take
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that back and nake those changes and al so Anbs' coments on
the tenperature and salinity, the questions that he raised.
W will take those questions back to the office that oversees
t he devel opnent, the investigation plans and have them
address those issues with the study proponents.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Ckay.
MR JENNINGS: Ckay.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Thank you, Tim  Thank
you, Rich. Very informative. | really appreciate the way
you gave us the report on the nonitoring projects. W
covered, | know, nunber 4, pretty well this nmorning. | think
you'll take those along with you Richard to your office,
those two pages that we formally took -- or backed up this
norni ng, the seven projects, identifying the issues.

MR UBERUAGA: |I'msorry, | didn't catch the
first part of.....

MR JENNINGS: Yes, M. Chair.

CHAI RMAN REXFORD:  Ckay.

MR JENNINGS: Yes, we'll take that back
CHAI RMAN REXFORD:  Ckay.

MR JENNINGS: And we'll update the Council's
regional priorities and informtion needs.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Thank you, Tim

MR UBERUAGA: 1'Il try to get these copied
ri ght now.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay, thank you, Rich
Al'l right, nunber 5 and 6, again, M. Jennings wll cover
those two. Co ahead, Tim

MR JENNINGS: Yes, M. Chair. Mchelle is
handi ng out information regarding statew de rura
determ nation process and the in-season delegation to field
managers.

The first itemis statew de rural
determ nation process. Wthin our regulations there is a
requi renent that every 10 years the Federal Subsistence
Board, with input fromthe Councils first will |ook at the
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rural /non-rural status of the cities and towns and vill ages
on a statewi de basis. And so this first 10 year update will
be based upon the 2000 census information which is just in
the process of being finalized by the Census Bureau and bei ng
rel eased in the upcom ng nonths.

Last sunmer, the Federal Board directed Staff
to work with a contract process, through a third-party
contract to develop and refine any further, as necessary, the
nmet hodol ogy by which the Councils and the Board | ook at the
rural /non-rural determ nations. The contract is currently
still in the devel opment process and we anticipate that the
Board will give final approval to advertise this third-party
contract on methodol ogy within the next couple or three
nonths, so that by sometine this sumer it would be awarded
and the contractor will develop a draft nethodol ogy over the
next six nonths or so after contract award.

Councils will participate in the process and
have an opportunity to conment and make recommendations first
on the met hodol ogy that would be utilized and then, secondly,
after that nethodology is approved by the Federal Board, the
final determ nations of rural/non-rural, using the 2000
Census information. And in order to keep the Councils
informed and up to date on this issue, the Board has the
three Council Chairs designated by the Chairs and those three
Council Chairs are Dan O Hara of Bristol Bay, WIlie Goodw n
of Northwest Arctic and Gerald N cholia of Eastern Interior,
all three will sit with the Board in deliberations or
di scussi ons regardi ng net hodol ogy and final determ nations.

The second itemthere you see is during the
wi nter and spring, 2002 neetings for the Councils, which
woul d be a year fromnow, we expect the Councils will have
the opportunity to coment and to nmake recommendati ons on the
nmet hodol ogy.

And then item nunber 3, once that nethodol ogy
is approved, the final determ nations for rural/non-rura
will be the next step and then during the fall 2002 neeti ngs,

about a year and a half fromnow, we will be soliciting
Counci | 1 nput and recomrendati ons regardi ng rural/non-rural
determnations. So I'll stop there, M. Chair, and see if

there are any questions on the statew de rural process.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Thank you, Tim  Questions
for Timon the statewi de rural determ nation process?

MR H BRONER M. Chairman
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CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Harry.

MR H BRONER Tim are you going to be able
to provide the previous information that was used or the
criteria that was used to nmake the statew de rura
det erm nati ons when the Federal nmanagenent first started,
environnmental inpact statenent and there was sone di scussions
inthose -- inthat EIS is that going to be nade avail abl e
to nake conparisons as to what changes have occurred over
tinme?

MR JENNINGS: Yes. | expect that the
contract will have all the background information including
the existing franme work, regulations and criteria that has
been used for the initial rural/non-rural determ nations nade
by the Board. And that will formthe starting point for the
contractor to | ook at recomendi ng any changes.

MR H BROANER The reason | bring that up,
M. Chairman, is that there's a |ot of coments provided from
t he Borough and ot her organi zati ons when we were goi ng
t hrough this process and maybe it mght be hel pful to people
that have not been up to speed on that issue |earning what
was addressed at that time. | think it was the first part of
1990 or '91.

MR JENNINGS: It occurred in the '90 and '91
time frame, you're correct, yes.

MR H BROANER Yes. So you know, there's
changes that have occurred over tine and may need to be
addressed and it would be helpful if that information was
made avail abl e for Regional Advisory Council to utilize to
hel p make deci sions or conments on this issue. | just wanted
to bring that up, M. Chairnman

MR JENNINGS: So Harry, are you suggesting
that as we bring the draft nethodol ogy back to the Council
that we al so have kind of the baseline or the starting point
information from 1990 and 1991 as resource information for
the Councils to also have that information before then?

MR H BROMER Yes, | think it would be a
good learning tool to have for the commttee and the Counci
nmenbers, you know, | think some of the nenbers m ght know of
it but won't have all the information but it would be a good
| earning tool for themto use to address this statew de rura
determ nation process. You know, we were right within that
real m of being -- of making that rural determ nation for the
North Sl ope. You know, there was a set nunber when you could
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be determned as a non-rural area versus a rural area. And
there's sone concern over that, what if there's one over that
nunber, do we start defining this area as a non-rural area
and then a person dies after that, do we go back to the rural
status? See there's concerns of that nature but | renenber
when we were going through that EIS. So that environnenta

i npact statement, | thought 1'd bring that out to the Counci
menbers.

MR JENNINGS: Well, if I may, M. Chair,
["Il summarize real briefly for you, as Harry has nenti oned,
the existing regul ations | ook at popul ati on nunbers of a
community and there's a presunption of non-rural if the
popul ation is over 7,000. And a community that is over 7,000
could be determned to be rural if they could denonstrate
significant rural characteristics. Between 2,500 and 7, 000,
there's no presunption in the regulation regarding rural and

non-rural, it's viewed on a case by case basis. And then
under 2,500, a community with 2,500 or fewer people is
presunmed to be rural. That's the way the current regul ations

are set up. And then there are 14 community characteristics

that the Federal Board approved in the '90 and '91 tine frane
that were used to help determ ne rural versus non-rural after
the initial |ook at population. | believe Harry, that's the

ki nd of background you were referring to?

MR H BROMER Yes.
MR. JENNI NGS: Yeah, okay.

MR REXFORD: Any questions for M. Jennings?
Go ahead, Tim

MR JENNINGS: ay, M. Chair, I'Il nove
onto the last briefing fromour office. It's in regard to
the season delegation to field managers. And this is in
reference to a Federal Board del egation to nake regul atory
deci sions to open seasons, close seasons for fisheries. On
February 26th, just recently, the Federal Board nade a
decision to expand the del egation for in-season fisheries
managenent to sone sel ected designated Federal officials
called field unit nmanagers for the upcom ng 2002 fisheries
season.

Last year the Board del egated sone |imted
del egation regarding time and area deci sion-making. This
year the Board expanded that in-season managenent deci sion-
maki ng to i nclude gear, permts and harvest and possession
limts. And the intent was that the Federal Subsistence
Board wanted to expand the del egation of the Federal Staff to
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basically match or mrror the delegation on the State side,
the State fisheries managers. And there is, in areas like

t he Yukon River and the Kuskokwi m R ver, where we had several
i n-season managenent decisions that were nade by Federal and
State nmanagers | ast year, sonme of the Federal decisions took
| onger because those decisions had to conme fromthe field
manager through the | ocal subsistence users input and Counci
input, up to the Federal Board, simlar to a special action
process. So the Federal Board has decided to expand the

del egation this year and it's for one year and then they're
going to continue to nonitor how this expanded del egati on
wor ks.

There was no -- last year in the 2001 fishing
season, there was no in-season nanagenent decisions that were
made by Federal nanagers in your area on the North Sl ope.

And we woul dn't expect that to occur unless, as we di scussed
earlier, there's already broad coverage for customary and
traditional use for all species of fish and the seasons and
harvest limts are very liberal, you can fish all the tine
and catch the nunber of fish that you would like. So the
primary in-season nmanagenent decision that could occur in
your area sonetine in the future is if |ocals becane
concerned about the conservation status of a |ocal stock, if
they believed fromenvironnental factors or from maybe sone
| ocal i zed fishing pressure that a stock, a local stock was at
ri sk, they could ask the Federal in-season nanagenent
official to close the season or to limt harvest in order to
mai ntai n conservation. So that's about the only potenti al

i n-season del egati on of a managenent decision that could
happen in the future. W don't know of anythi ng happening
for the upcom ng season, nothing projected in your area.

On the Yukon, however, again, they're
predi cting anot her poor run and so the Board is trying to
gear up on the Federal side to allow the Federal managers to
neet what they believe is going to be another difficult year
on the Yukon and Kuskokw m Ri ver

So that's in summary what the Board did
recently on in-season managenent del egations to field
managers and |'I|l stop there, M. Chair, and see if there's
any questions.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Questions in regard to in-
season del egation. Nothing. Tim thank you.

MR. JENNINGS: Thank you, M. Chair.
CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (Ckay, National Park
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Service, M. MIIs.

MR MLLS: Thank you, M. Chairman. | don't
get a chance to do this very often so it's nice to spend a
little tinme, as you know, we've been short-handed recently.
Jeff Maw, who was our subsistence coordinator for the Park
has recently taken a job working with the Senate Energy
Conmittee, actually Chairman Murkowski's conmttee and he'l|l
be there for a couple years. So we're in the process of
recruiting a new person for that position or a simlar type
position. In fact, one of the things I"mlooking at is at
UAF and here at the college, |ooking around for sone fol ks
either fromthe villages around the Park or associated
col l eges and universities that we could bring into our
organi zation, young or old, and help them devel op into that
position. So if you have any thoughts on that you can talk
to me afterwards about that.

Actually this is the third Regi onal Counci
in the last week |I've been able to attend, so it's kind of
nice to be here. Thank you for the opportunity.

Just a couple of things that | wanted to
bring up, is just an update from our subsistence conmm ssion.
W net | ast Novenber and the Conmi ssion passed and signed
their hunting plan that they' ve been working on for a nunber
of years. | know that went out to this Regional Council and
others for review and we appreciate the input and tine you
put into reviewing that. They're really pleased to have it
done and | think they're proud of the docunent and | think
it's a good working plan for that. It's not sonmething that's
cast in stone by any neans, it's a real flexible docunent
that they can review every year and change. But as you know,
that was one of the primary reasons Congress established the
Subsi st ence Conmmi ssi on Resource for the Park is to wite and
devel op a hunting plan that guides our actions around there.
So | think we got a real good product. The people fromthe
communities that have worked on it are real confortable with
it sol think we're off to a good start after 20 years now.
So it took awhile, but | just wanted to thank you all for
your work on that.

At our last neeting, we did talk -- as well
as working on the hunting plan, just an issue that the
Conmi ssion spent a lot of time on that they brought up and
wer e concerned about was their -- and they passed a
resolution and sent it to the state of Al aska supporting
Anakt uvuk Pass in sonme of the concerns they expressed at a
hearing last sumer as well as in witing about the proposed
oil and gas lease sale in the foothills area along the --
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just north of Anaktuvuk Pass, along there, so that the
Subsi st ence Resource Comm ssi on supported a nunber of the

i ssues that people in Anaktuvuk brought up along that |ine.
And | understand that | ease sale nmay take place this spring,
| think that's the plan, and docunents that |'ve read
recently, the State DNR di d address a nunber of the concerns
in there and proposed sonme mtigation neasures to address
sone of those concerns. | think residents of Anaktuvuk stil
probabl y have concerns over caribou and things |like that.

But sonme of those concerns were addressed by the State.

And then the final thing that | have -- well,
we nentioned the fish studies, | won't go into that but |
know Anaktuvuk Pass and the Fish and Gane and then sone of
our Park enpl oyees have been invol ved worki ng with Anaktuvuk
on sone of the interests they have in docunenting harvest and
under st andi ng sone of those local fishing sites around the
village so we're certainly interested in supporting themin
that interest.

And then finally, in terns of the Regiona
Council representative on the Gates of the Arctic Subsistence
Conmi ssion, we're not planning anot her Subsi stence Comm ssion
neeting until next fall so the Council has a little bit of
time to think about that and we've been able to get a good
quorumthere so | just wanted to say there's no i medi ate
rush on appointing that, whenever you're able to do that then
we'll certainly -- there's one position reserved on there for
a Regional Council menber fromyour Council here. So | just
wanted to | et you know there's no schedul ed neeting and
probably until next Novenber, is usually when we try to fit
that in.

And that's all | had unless Paul had
sonmething to add, 1'd be glad to -- I'll be around nost of
the day today and |I've got some ot her neetings schedul ed
while I"'mhere, alittle bit in the norning and then I
appreci ate the opportunity to be here and participate in your
neeti ng.

Thank you.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay, questions for M.
Il's. | see a sign of yours out there, do you have an
fice here in the building or you re a sponsor of the
i1 ding?

M
of
bu

MR MLLS: Oh, really? [I'Il take credit for
it.
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(Laught er)
CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Ckay.

MR MLLS: This is at the heritage center
her e?

CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Yeah. It's right outside
the door there. | have one question, | know we have a
wor ki ng group and the National Park Service, Steve Uvi was
very active in that and we didn't get a chance to neet with
M. Maw regarding that and this is our third and final year
for that harvest plan for nuskoxen on the North Sl ope and our
wor ki ng group should be, maybe at the end of this nmonth we'll
be neeting, is that the plan, Geoff?

MR MLLS: W'Ill nmake sure we have sonebody
there to continue to participate.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Yeah, we'l|l need soneone.

MR MLLS: If | can't find sonebody I'|
conme nysel f.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Yes.
MR MLLS: So let's stay in touch

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Yeah, CGeoff is one of our
runners or.....

MR H BROANER  Coordi nat or.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: .. ... coordi nator, not our
boy, but our coordinator.

(Laught er)

MR MLLS: Yes, well, I did read over sone of
the mnutes fromthe last neeting and 1'd Iike to thank the
Chai rman and the ot her people that have worked hard on that
plan. | think the text is correct when it says it's really
a good exanpl e of people working together froma variety of
different jurisdictions and interests. | think as tinme goes
on we're learning to even appreciate that effort even nore.

I think we've got -- |I've heard and been told it's working
well and that the plan is a good one here. Thank you.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (Ckay, we have under 12(A),
we'll be taking it up and tal king about it again, Gates of
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the Arctic SRC, the vacant seat.
MR MLLS: Ckay.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD: Just to rem nd you that
we' || be tal king about that |ater on in the agenda.

MR MLLS: Thank you.
CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Thank you, Dave.
MR MLLS: Thank you.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay, with that we'll hear
from Dave Yokel for BLM Local Yokel, we're going to take a
10 m nute break.

(OFf record)
(On record)

CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  CGood afternoon, |adies and
gentlenen, 1'll call the NSRAC, Region 10, neeting back to
order. W're just getting into BLM Again, | forgot to
mention that | had a conversation with Bill Thomas regarding
Proposal 1 and 2, which we'll deliberate in the norning, so
he gave nme sone instructions or suggestions on how to deal
with the statewide definition. So I'll need to round up a
Webster's Dictionary. So we'll use that as.....

MR H BROANER Did you want a very big one
or a small one?

(Laught er)

CHAI RVAN REXFORD: Whatever. So anyhow,
again, on the reviewer's if you have the key points and
briefings in witing, it would be appreciated. So M. Dave
Yokel, the floor is yours.

MR YOKEL: Thank you, M. Chairnman and

Council. | don't have very much to give to you today. One
of the main things | hope to cover today woul d have been what
happened in our nost recent NPR- A Subsistence Advisory Panel
neeting. As you all know the panel suffered a double |oss a
few days right before the schedul ed neeting with the deaths
of both Luke and Hopson, that neeting was cancelled and we
don't have a neeting reschedul ed yet at this tine.

The previous neeting of that group was in
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Decenber and that has been since your |last neeting so |']
just cover a couple of points briefly fromthat neeting.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Ckay.

MR YOKEL: There was continued concern
during that neeting about inpacts of vibriosis over ice on
the fish that are overwintering in | akes. A study was done
| ast spring and the report is finally out, you know, but
basically all that study did was say how | oud the noise is
under the ice. It makes no connection to the inpact on fish.
Sone suggestions at that |ast neeting were that they do
anot her study and have a videocanera in the water to watch
what the fish do or perhaps put in nets and catch fish or
maybe put fish in a cage and see what happens. Sonething' s
going to be done this spring but I"mnot clear what at this
poi nt .

CHAI RVAN REXFORD: Is it seismc?

MR YOKEL: Seism c exploration where they
have the huge vibrating machi nes, that when they're on the
earth, the way they put this big presser foot down, shake the
earth with, that sound energy goes through the earth and
cones back and they pick it up on a geophones and this is how
they get their -- |looks at what the structure of the earth is
underneath and where they expect there nay be accunul ati on of
petroleum I'msorry, | should have started out with that
expl anati on.

There's al so conti nued concerns about the
i npacts to the vegetation of ice roads and seismc
expl oration and I showed you sone slides at your |ast neeting
of sonme results of last winter's ice road devel opnent. And
al so there's sone concern about the color of pipelines,
whet her or not these bright reflective silver pipelines are
scaring caribou. There was sonme suggestions that maybe they
ought to experinent with sone different colors of pipes.

I"d also like to give you a very brief update
on this winter's petroleunm s exploration in the NPR A, both
BP and Phillips have exploratory drilling prograns this
wi nter but they were both held up due to the mldness of the
winter. They had difficulties in building ice roads. At
this point intinme, BP has conpleted its ice road, it's first
pad and this is an area just east of Teshekpuk Lake and they
began drilling last week, the first well. And at this point,
this late in the season, they're only hoping to get two wells
drilled.
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Phillips, I just got this information
yesterday and it wasn't clear, but we think that Phillips has
their rig in place, their first pad for this winter.

Phillips did, in fact, drill three wells last winter in the
NPR- A, and we expect that Phillips will start drilling their
first well soon. They still hope to get at |east three wells

this winter and probably by bringing in a second rig in the
NPR-A in the near future.

And then finally, one third thing, in
addition to the Subsi stence Advi sory Panel nade up of | ocal
North Sl ope residents, we were also directed by the Secretary
of the Interior to establish a research and nonitoring team
for NPRRAto |look at the inpacts of oil exploration and
devel opnment on nost surface resources, nost inportant of
which are the wildlife and fisheries resources. And that

research and nonitoring teamcharter -- that teamw || be
chartered under the Federal Advisory Commttee Act, the sane
as your Council is. The charter was signed by the Secretary

of Interior |last Novenber, we're in the process right now of
soliciting nom nations for menbers to that team or advisory
conmittee. And there is one category of nmenber for public at
large. So if there's anybody on this commttee, especially
those of you from Barrow or Nuiqsut, which are the areas nost
affected by this activity, | have application fornms with ne
today, if you're interested just let ne know and I'Il give
you a formand give you help in filling it out if you want
it.

And that's all | have, M. Chairman, unless
there are questions.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Thank you, Dave.
MR KOONUK: M. Chair.
CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Ray.

MR KOONUK: A couple of questions. You
nmenti oned about vegetation and caribou, there was a report
done by, | guess, North Sl ope Borough in regards to the
caribou die-offs and it was told to us that it was nostly
starvation. Now is there sonething wong with the vegetation
around our area, is there not enough vegetation or why so
many di e-off -- how cone so many cari bou died in the Cape
Thonpson and then right around the Cape Lisburne area?

MR YOKEL: Well, first of all, M.
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MR KOONUK: |If they died fromstarvation,
I"d like to know what's wong with our vegetation?

MR YOKEL: Ckay. Well, | don't recal
havi ng sai d anyt hi ng about caribou, what | was talking about
was the inpacts on the vegetation fromthe ice road
construction from seismc exploration, which is not occurring
in the area that you're discussing.

MR. KOONUK: Ch, | thought you had nentioned
cari bou.

MR YOKEL: No, | don't recall having said
anyt hi ng about cari bou.

MR KOONUK: Then | m sheard you.

MR YOKEL: But in answer to your question,
I think that if you would talk to Geoff Carroll or Jim Dau of
Kot zebue, it mght be an issue, not of the quality of the
vegetati on but perhaps sonethi ng about the weather that year
that nade it nore difficult to get to that vegetation.

MR KOONUK: Weat her ?

M5. DEWHURST: |'ve had a | ot of discussion
with JimDau out of Kotzebue who was the one that mainly took
the carcass sanples and did a |lot of the coordination of the
study. And a big part of that result was considered to be
overgrazi ng, which caribou are notorious for, that's why
caribou are often so nonmadic is they'll overgraze one spot,
which is the favorite feeding spot for a nunber of winters
but lichen are very slow growing. Lichen take 20 or 30, 40
years often to get to be a good bed of lichen. and if the
caribou really do a nunber on those |lichen, it takes 20, 30
years to get it back in one spot. So that's why caribou are
notoriously nomadic, in that, they use this favorite spot for
a nunber of years and then nove on. And what Jimfelt was
what they | ooked at when they | ooked at the |ichen over
there, is they were seeing big | arge patches of overgrazing
inthat area. |'mjust relaying what Ji mexpressed fromthe
results. And they felt that the lichen in that area had been
pretty heavily grazed in certain spots, and especially al ong
t he coast.

M5. H ARMSTRONG If | can add, Donna wasn't
at the Northwest Council neetings. One of the Counci
nmenbers there also asked if the |ichen could be tested
because -- it was Enoch Shieht, because he was concerned t hat
there isn't enough |ichen around and so JimDau said he woul d
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do that so they're going to be looking into if there's sone
problens with the lichen as well.

MR KOONUK: Wiy wasn't it done earlier?

M5. DEWHURST: You' d have to talk to Jim
It's a comon problem

MR KOONUK: Yes.

M5. DEWHURST: | used to work on the Al aska
Peni nsul a where the caribou down there are restricted to a
peninsula, it was a big problem That's where the Northern
Al aska Peninsul a Herd crashed because they coul dn't nove any
pl ace el se and they severely ate out the |ichen on a | arge
part of the Peninsula and now there's no nore food. And so
that herd has severely declined, where at least, with the
Western Arctic Herd, there's lots of roomfor themto nove

around and go to new spots. It happens and it's historical.
It's happened in a |ot of places, that's why they nove around
so nuch, because they will overgraze an area.

As far as why Jimhadn't |ooked at it before,
you' d have to ask him | don't think they expected it
because the Western Arctic Herd kept going up so they assuned
the food was good.

MR YOKEL: Well, | think we've had concerns
over the last 10 years about the forage quality for the
Western Arctic Herd because of its size, but | guess the
answer to your question, why didn't they look for it, Ray,
woul d be that, where are you going to | ook in one year when
this herd winters over a quarter of the state. |I|f you | ook
at the range in the Western Arctic Caribou Herd, it's a
pretty huge area to do vegetation trend studies and | ook at
t he anount of forage available for that.

M5. DEWHURST: Until a red flag goes up like
a bunch of caribou were found dead.

MR YOKEL: And if you do find that forage
quality is going down, what are you going to do about it,
unl ess you're going to propose planting |ichen

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Ckay.

MR YOKEL: Any questions relevant to the
BLM?

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: Questions. Hearing none,



Dave, thank you.
MR YOKEL: Thank you, M. Chair.
CHAI RMAN REXFORD:  Ch, Harry.

MR H BRONER D d you state anything about
when that panel's going to neet?

MR YOKEL: The research and nonitoring team
or the subsistence advi sory panel ?

MR H BROANER The advisory panel ?

MR YOKEL: W have not reschedul ed the
neeting yet that I know of. Nornally that's done between our
of fi ce manager and the panel chairman.

MR H BROMER  Uh- huh.

MR YOKEL: And I think our chairman is
resi gni ng, John Hopson of VWinwight, so we need -- we're
hoping to elect a new chair at this neeting.

MR H BROMER  Uh- huh.

MR YOKEL: So now we're left not only with
two vacancies on the panel but al so no chairnan.

MR H BRONER  Ckay.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Thank you, Dave.

MR H BROANER Thank you, Dave.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD: Al right, we'll nove to
?leﬁtsg?. Departnment of Fish and Gane and Geoff w Il be the

MR CARROLL: Geoff Carroll, area biol ogist

for Al aska Departnent of Fish and Ganme. |'Il be nore brief
t han usual today, partly because |I'mkind of caught in a spat
bet ween the people at -- the Comm ssioner and Regi onal

Director, there's been kind of a controversy for the |ast few
years between the people at that |evel about the increasing
amount of work that the State is taking on as a result of the
Federal subsistence programand the State feels that we

shoul d be conpensated for sone of that time and they're at --
they can't seemto cone to an agreenent on it. And so it
kind of came to a head this year and at one point we were
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advi sed not to, you know, participate in the subsistence
managenent process and not even cone to the neetings or
anything, and a lot of us kind of said that, you know, we
feel like our job is really involved in trying to provide as
good a wildlife managenent up here as possible and part of
that's comng to these neetings. So anyway, people backed
off alittle bit and said, you know, participated in the
neetings if it doesn't -- but don't put alot of time into it
and al so they're not providing any travel noney for peopl e,
for State enployees to go to these neetings. So anyway,
that's kind of the main reason that Sverre Pedersen isn't up
here. He was planning on comng to this neeting and giving
a report on the subsistence nonitoring project he's been
doing in Nuiqgsut for the |ast couple years but he'll have to
give that at sone future date.

So that's kind of that little controversy in
a nutshel .

I would like to talk about a few things while
I"mhere though. One is that the State recently produced and
published this little book on conmon wildlife di seases and
parasites of Alaska. And there's several of these over on
the table if anybody wants to see those. But the idea of it
is -- well, the guys that produced this, basically there's a
guy -- Geg Elkin, (ph), he works in the Northwest
Territories and they produced a book like this and then sone
of the people in our departnent saw it and, particularly, Jim
Dau, who works in Kotzebue, got together with himand he
agreed to let us use the basic idea and then he and Randy
Zarnkey (ph) fromthe Fairbanks office added sone things to
make it nore appropriate to Al aska and produced this little
bookl et .

And the idea is it's a field guide that
hunters can take with themin the field. And it's -- you
know, we've been hearing nore and nore in recent years about
peopl e finding sick animals that they've harvested, you know,
so you get an animal and see sonething unusual, | know, as a
hunter a lot of tines you don't know if you' ve even got
sonet hing that you should be very leery of, you know, is that
going to -- is that going to nake nme or ny famly sick, you
know, and you don't really know whether to just |eave the
whol e thing there or actually |eave part of the animal -- the
fact of the matter is nost of these parasites and things that
you see in animals, as long as you cook the animal, it's not
going to do you any harm but there are sonme that you really
have to be kind of careful of. And so that's the idea with
this booklet, is just to help hunters recogni ze sickness in
an animal, you know, and then if they do see sonething in
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there they can decide whether it's a disease or a parasite
and just what it is. And nost inportantly so the hunters can
protect thenselves frominfection, you know, if it is
sonmething |like brucellosis that you really don't want to cone
in contact with or sonmething like that, you know, to stay
away fromthat or if it's some of these other parasites,
things like that, that you cook your neat and it's really no
probl em or you know | ung worns, things |ike that.

So anyway, if you just -- the ideais it's
somet hing that you can just take along with you in the field
and have it with you when you harvest your animal and then
you're able to | ook up these things in the book and know how

toreact toit. And also we're hoping that it will be an
aide to us because then when people are out in the field and
they see sonething like this they'll know better how to
report it tous if they look it up and can tell us, oh, | got

a caribou with brucellosis or I had one with, you know,
nmuscl e tape works, or sonmething |ike that, then it gives us

a better idea of what diseases and parasites are combn anobng
t hese ani mal s.

So | guess | wanted to nmake you guys aware of
these and al so kind of get sone ideas on what you think the
best way to get these out to the people are. | guess what
I"mthinking nowis, you know, if you | ook through these and
think they are worthwhile books to get out to hunters,
possi bly we could do a mailing to all the boxholders in the
villages. | don't really have enough of these to send to
everybody in Barrow but | think we could send themto
everybody in the snmaller villages. And then in Barrow, just
| et people know that they' re avail able and that they could
pi ck themup possibly at ny office or the North Sl ope Borough
Wldlife Departnment or maybe the Vet dinic, sonmething |ike
t hat .

So anyway, that's kind of what I'mthinking
about these, so after you' ve | ooked themover a little bit
and think they're worth getting out to people maybe you coul d
| et me know about that.

Anot her quick item we've had a couple of
nmuskox hunting seasons going on. W have a registration
permt hunt for the area to the east of the Dalton H ghway
and then we have a Tier Il subsistence hunt for the area to
the west. The registration hunt for the area to the east of
the highway is -- it's a registration hunt where people can
cone in and pick up permts either in Kaktovik or Nuigsut and
then the season is open until four nuskoxen have been
harvested and that quota has been filled so that season is
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now cl osed so that area isn't open for hunting nmuskoxen

anynore. But the Tier Il hunt will go on until the end of
March. So just kind of a heads-up to Nuiqsut hunters, that
there is a couple nore weeks left in the Tier Il season. So
if you wouldn't m nd kind of rem nding people, Leonard, that
you could get out and fill those |icenses, you got a couple

nmore weeks to do it.

We ended up with kind of a registration hunt
-- we ended up with kind of a situation that |I was worried
about for the last few years, when you have a registration
hunt |ike that, one of the flaws in the hunt is that you end
up with a bunch of hunters in the field and then the quota is
filled and then it's hard to notify those hunters and get
themto stop hunting. So we actually did go over the quota
by two animals this year. And we had sonme ot her weaknesses
in the hunt brought out to us because the last two hunters
[sic] were taken by sone hunters from Pal ner that had driven
all the way up and it's supposed to be a subsi stence hunt and
they did several things where they didn't technically violate
the regulations but they certainly violated the intent of the
regul ati ons. For one, they knew that there was only one
animal left in the quota and yet they went out and took two
animal s that put us one over. Another hunter also took one
t he sanme day whi ch ended up being two over. But technically
the only way we could close the season is to close it by
enmergency order and the season closed that night so
technically the season was still open when they harvested
their muskoxen so it was pretty irritating.

They al so found a | oophole in our new
crossing the Dalton H ghway regulation. The way the
regul ation reads is that a person can start from outside the
Corridor, cross the Corridor and hunt on the other side when
you come back. What they did was go to the Prudhoe Bay
cl osed area, which is technically outside the Corridor area,
drove all the way up the Sag River up to Kivashak Ri ver and
harvested their nuskox, all the way back down the Sag, so
again, that certainly wasn't the intent of letting people
cross the Corridor. But they did go by the wording of the
regul ation, they were legal. They also tried to sneak out
wi thout getting a trophy value -- one of the rules, too, is
that if you | eave the area, you have to have a trophy val ue
destroyed on the skulls and they tried to get away wth that,
we did nab them on that one.

So anyway, we have sone new | oopholes to
close in the law, | guess, and we'll have to work on that
t hrough the Board of Gane process this com ng session.
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| don't have nmuch to report as far as
wildlife surveys at this point. W're just kind of starting

into the season where we'll be doing a ot of that. W'IIl be
doing a full-bl own noose count on the North Slope the first
week in April. The noose popul ati on seens to have been

com ng back. Hopefully, we'll see enough noose this year

that we can justify opening up a ot nore of the area to
noose hunting in the foll ow ng years.

W' || be doi ng muskox counts and nuskox
conposition counts later in the sunmer. And then we'll be
doi ng our normal -- we'll be doing surveys here in a couple
weeks to see how many cari bou cal ves survived the wi nter and
we' || be doing caribou calving | ocations and cari bou cal vi ng
success later in the spring and June. Then we'll be doing

some caribou capture work this year. W want to get sone
nore radio collars on bulls. W have a lot of information at
this point about caribou novenent but we've always coll ared
cows in the past. W really don't know where the bulls are
along here and with this increasing devel opnent in this part
of the North Sl ope, we want to | earn nore about the cow

popul ations. So that will be kind of the thrust year is to

| earn nore about where the bulls go.

So that's about all | got to say.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay, thank you, Geoff.
Harry, you had your hand up, questions fromthe Council for
ADF&G? So when is the fall deliberation for the Board of
Ganme?

MR CARROLL: That would be in Cctober.
forget the exact date.

MR H BROAER Now, | renenber what | was
going to -- | forgot what | was going to ask but | remenber.
CGeoff, you were talking a little bit about getting people to
-- informthem about a deadline or sonething?

MR. CARRCLL: No, I"'mjust asking himto --
that there are nine nuskox permts, Tier Il nuskox permts
and | believe two peopl e have harvested their nmuskoxen so far
and the season ends at the end of March, so | was just asking
himto rem nd people to get out and get a nmuskox, you've only
got a coupl e weeks.

MR H BRONER They have two nore weeks, is
what you' re sayi ng?

MR CARROLL: Yeah
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CHAl RVAN REXFORD: |Is there a deadline or
schedul e for submtting proposals for this fall's Board of
Gane neeting? |Is that for this region or will this be a
special.....

MR CARROLL: Well, the deadline will be, |
bel i eve i n August.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  August .

MR CARROLL: Yeah. And we could -- | plan
on putting a lot of tine into this at this upcom ng North
Sl ope conmmttee neeting, we'll talk a | ot about proposals.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Ckay.
MR CARROLL: Yeah.

CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Any ot her questions for
Geof f?

MR CARRCLL: Do you guys think these
bookl ets are worthwhile getting out to hunters?

MR H BRONER M. Chairman
CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Yeah, Harry.

MR H BRONER Ceoff, | would say they are.
You know, through our North Sl ope Borough Departnent of
Wl dlife Managenment, we passed out quite a few of the
bookl ets fromthe ones we got fromyour office and we've
passed themout to sonme of the hunters, just started handing
themout to visitors that are com ng out, they seemto be
interested in them And then there's one of the schoo
teachers, | think it m ght have been the science teacher in
the school requested -- | had given himone and he | ooked it
over and a couple weeks |ater he called ne back up and he
wanted 25 nore to share with the students. So, you know,
even di ssem nating themto the schools woul d be useful for
the school children to start |earning nore of what's out
there in these animals that they utilize for subsistence.

MR CARRCLL: Ckay.

MR H BRONER | think it is very useful.
MR CARRCLL: Yeah.

MR H BROMER Fromwhat |'ve noticed, it's
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1 got pretty good information going out to people that have a
2 lot of questions in regard to parasites and when they find
3 these parasites, is the aninmal edible or not, you know,

4 there's a lot of questions in that area.

5

6 MR CARRCLL: Well, that's a good idea to get
7 themout to the students as well as the hunters.

8

9 MR H BROMER  Uh- huh.

10

11 CHAI RMAN REXFORD: | agree.

12

13 MR PATKOTAK: Well, when you give them out

14 to students, they generally take themhone and it's a good
15 way of getting themto the hunters.

17 MR. H BRONER Wen they start asking the
18 parents questions about these di seases, did you see this?

20 (Laught er)

g% M5. DEWHURST: Are these being distributed?
32 MR CARRCLL: Yeah, they're pretty nuch

25 statew de, but nostly to Region 5.

gg CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Thank you, GCeoff.

gg MR CARRCLL: Thank you.

38 MR. H BRONER Thank you.

g% CHAIl RVAN REXFORD: Al right. W have

34 actually 11 and 12 to go yet. W have a letter to draft up
35 and before all the offices close | want to get our Staff

36 nenbers to draft a letter regarding the stipends so that we
37 can deal with that in the norning.

39 It Iooks |like we have at |east a coupl e of
40 hours or so to cover the rest of the agenda, so |'m proposing
41 or suggesting to the Council that we go ahead and recess for

42 the day and deal with the proposals -- are there going to be
43 any problens with that for the Staff? Ckay.

ig MR KOONUK: M. Chair.

ig CHAI RVAN REXFORD:  Ray.

38 MR KOONUK: |'d just ask the guy who was

50 supposed to pass out information.....
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CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay, thank you.
MR KOONUK: ..... just to make sure.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: It's not his fault. He
said that.

MR UBERUAGA: Well, we talked to the State
and now we're going to correct it.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD:  Thank you. Thank you,
Rich. GCkay, with that, 1'Il just summarize quickly today's
neeting. W had good comments fromthe Chair's report. Good
village concerns. W assessed or identified the annua
report issues. W need sone information fromthe team nenber
-- or the protocol managers or the team nenbers, sone
information on that, if that could be done and maybe updat ed
before we | eave. Good annual report issues brought up,
vill age concerns brought up. W postponed the el ection of
officers until tonmorrow, sone tinme tonmorrow, it's up to the
Council. 1'Il be talking with Terry |later today and possibly
maybe try and round up a couple nore other Council mnenbers,
sonme alternate. W got good information from Timand R chard
and M. MIIls, Yokel and Geoff.

The rest of our agenda, we'll review the
proposal s and nake our recommendations. A brief sunmary,
I ntroduction of proposals and the | ead agency, biol ogical,
social, cultural analysis, ADF&G and agency coments and

summary of witten public coments, Mchelle will cover that,
and then the floor will be open for public coments on the
proposals and then we'll deliberate as a Council and nake our

recomrendations and justifications as to the findings of the
seven proposals before us tonorrow

W will start at 9:00 and hopefully we'll be
done by lunch. Wth that, any coments fromthe Counci
bef ore we recess?

MR KOONUK: So nove, to recess.

CHAl RVAN REXFORD: (kay, thank you, Ray.
Recess until 9:00.

( PROCEEDI NGS TO BE CONTI NUED)

*x * % * * *
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